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CHOOSING =) 3 /°> 
IS OFTEN 
CONFUSING 


We have hundreds of good books which 
young people might be advised to read, but 
a too wide variety frequently is confusing. 
For that reason a committee, after careful 
study of these books, has picked out those 
regarded as the very best. The selection has 


been designated as 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
READING COURSE 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


WHAT MATTERS 

Wists OME! 

ABUNDANT LIVING 

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 
ANSWERING DISTANT CALLS 
PRAYER POEMS 

ASB ASISHEORM GEA CE OR GOME 
WE WHO ARE AMERICA 
FORSAL Ora LEE 


FOR SENIORS 


STRONG AS THE PEOPLE 
SOMEONE TO REMEMBER 
VALLEY IN ARMS 

FIVE MARYS 

THE CHIANGS OF CHINA 
UNDERSTANDING MYSELF 
FINDING YOUR WAY IN LIFE 


FOR INTERMEDIATES 


ON THE WAY 
TROUBLE AT TAMARACK 
FAMOUS IN THEIR TWENTIES 


THE TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE IN 
CROSS-WORD PUZZLES 


THE BOOK OF BIBLE ANIMALS 
UNITED WE GROW 
EVERYTHING COUNTS 

TALES FROM EAST AND WEST 


Brief sketches and prices of these books are con- 
tained in an annotated list which will be sent on 
request. 


The United Lutheran Publ’cation House 


1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
CHICAGO PITTSBURGH COLUMBIA 


— With this 
Invitation goes 


Heartiest 


Ne Hear 


Oreetings 
To You All! 


even for a birthday. Therefore, every Chinese 

has his birthday on New Year’s Day. It doesn’t 

matter when he was born—maybe in April or 
July—but in that highly systematical land every man, 
woman and child save up their birthdays until New 
Year's Day. Then, when as one huge body of people, 
they all have attended to this ceremony, they can go 
back to their work with a clear conscience, knowing that 
they have not wasted any time on unnecessary holidays 
during the year. 

But the Chinese—a very honest nation—have a still 
more practical custom for that day, one that we might 
well imitate. On New Year’s Day every man tries to 
pay every penny that he owes. If he cannot face his 
fellow men on New Year’s Day as a person free from 
all debts, he feels deeply mortified and stays within 
doors. Naturally the result is that everybody one meets 
on the streets on that day of the year looks exceedingly 
happy. ; 

The Chaldeans and Persians thousands of years ago, 
tried to make their world happier by setting great num- 
bers of prisoners free on the first day of the year. The 
Romans had a god Janus with two faces, looking two 
ways— from which god we got our word January—and 
on New Year’s Day thousands of Romans flocked to the 
temple to offer a sacrifice of cakes made of meal, wine, 
and olive oil. 


( HE Chinese do not believe in wasting time—not 


In time Rome grew to be the richest nation of her 
day through conquest and trade, and her wealthy citi- 
zens at length adopted the custom of presenting on New 
Year’s Day gifts costly beyond all modern understand- 
ing. In fact, the presents to the emperors or Caesars, as 
the rulers were called, became so magnificent, so un- 
reasonably expensive, that the Emperor Claudius felt 
compelled to issue a declaration limiting the value of 
them. Finally the thing happened that might naturally 
have been expected. All this wealth and the lavish ex- 
penditure caused New Year’s Day to degenerate into 
a period of such riotous and degrading actions that the 
Christian Church forbade its members to take part in the 
festivities. The result was that for a long time all the 
Christians observed the day simply as a time of fasting 
and prayer. 

Of course, however, the world in general could not 
accept any such gloomy view of a day that is considered 
so full of bright hopes for a better future. As Chris- 
tianity spread over Europe, this custom in every coun- 
try of being uncommonly happy on New Year’s Day 
was transferred into the new religion. Thus, in northern 
Europe, for instance, where a strange set of priests 
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What The World Does on 
NEW YER iss 


called Druids controlled the old religion, it had long 
been a ceremony on New Year’s Day to cut the mistle- 
toe, the symbol of friendship, from the oak and allow it 
to drop into a white sheet held by priests. Then the 
mistletoe was draped about the necks and horns of two 
young, white bulls, and after songs and prayers and 
mystic ceremonies the animals were sacrificed on a vast 
stone altar. 

Turn to modern times and go clear across the globe 
to the present-day Japanese and you will find the same 
tendency to consider New Year’s Day a special time of 
happiness. Nowhere is the day made more of than in 
the Flowery Kingdom. All food for this particular holi- 
day must be cooked the day before; for the first twenty- 
four hours of the year are sacred, and only a sinner 
would labor at such a time. Early in the morning the 
streets and the windows begin to glow with wonderfully 
tinted Japanese lanterns; everybody, even the very old 
and infirm, appears in gaily colored clothes; all children 
are decorated with flowers. 


Early in the morning, also, the priests of the curious © 
Shinto religion begin the most strenuous day of the 
whole year’s work; for they must visit every home in 
their parishes, recite a portion of the Shinto service, and 
drink a little wine in each house—which often makes 
too much for some of the priests before evening comes! 
And then what curious gifts! A popular one is a polished 
mussel shell as a warning against wastefulness and high 
living. For this present reminds the rec@iver of the 
ancient day when the founders of the Japanese nation 
lived a life so simple that the mussel was their only 
meat.—Firelight” 


Ce ae Re Ne a PR 
A Way for, Happy New Year 


To leave the old with a burst of song, 

To recall the right and forgive the wrong; 
To forget the thing that binds you fast 

To the vain regrets of the year that’s past; 
To have the strength to let go your hold 
Of the not worth while of the days grown old, 
To dare go forth with a purpose true, 

To the unknown task of the year that’s new; 
To help your brother along the road 

To do his work and lift his load; 

To add your gift to the world’s good cheer, 

Is to have and to give a Happy New Year. 


* 
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—Robert Brewster Beattie 


satan 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


SS RSS ES a 


How Do 
You Pray? 


By MARK DUNNETT 


ID you ever stop to think that the way, or how, 

you pray frames your mind for spiritual com- 

munion? “Well”, you might answer, “I don’t 

need to get into a conventional attitude to pray. 
It isn’t necessary to look like little Samuel in order to 
talk to God nowadays.” Maybe that is so, but prepar- 
ing for prayer in some manner does have a meaning and 
a purpose. When you want to feel very close to God, 
not just say “Hello” in passing, then there are certain 
steps which help bring you to Him. Whether you realize 
it or not, the way you do things may be a stumbling- 
block or a shining example. Your ideas may differ or 
may be added to those presented here, 


When To Pray 

When shall you pray? The Bible suggests morn- 
ing, noon and night, and uses the strange word “unceas- 
ing’. Just as you would allow fifteen minutes at least 
for breakfast, so can you set aside fifteen minutes for 
one of life’s most valuable routines. A fraction of a per 
cent of your day’s twenty-four hours is little enough to 
give to prayer. The unceasing part does not mean you 
are to do nothing but fold your hands in praise or peti- 
tion; it simply conveys the idea of continuing, of being 
constantly aware of the power of prayer, even though 
the material world would doubt. Think what might be 
accomplished if we tithed our time as well as our 
money! 

Where To Pray 

Where shall you pray? Christ tells us in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, “But you (notice how definitely per- 
sonal that is), when you pray, go into your room, and 
when you have shut your door, pray to your Father 
which is in private, and your Father which sees private- 
ly, shall reward you publicly.” He taught and spoke 
before multitudes. So did the disciples, but when they 
prayed they went “into the mountain”, “yonder”, “away 
again”. You, too, can withdraw from the chaotic worka- 
day under any condition. Look round about and choose 
a spot for prayer. You may not always go there, but it 
will help form a habit. 

A pastor who traveled a good deal told me, “W here- 
ever we stay I look for a place for study and medita- 
tion, just as I would look for a bed or bath in a house. 
My best sermon, my finest prayer was never made ina 
pulpit, but in a gas-station, hotel and a rocky California 
gully, alone with God”. 


What To Pray About 
What is to be your prayer? Last night I read the 
prayer for today in the newspaper. It was well-worded, 
simple, complete except for the blank for a particular 
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name. I had no name that exactly fitted this general 


plea. It was the author’s prayer, not mine. In a group, 
small or large, a pastor or layman may eloquently hit 
your problem, but you still fill in between the words. 
You agree or your thoughts may stray from his mean- 
ing to one of your own. So you might as well learn to 
state your own case. A book may be a basis, a begin- 
ning, but you will broaden and personalize it. The 
Lord’s Prayer itself was meant only as a form, an out- 
line; not for “vain repetition’. It promotes a better 
understanding if you put an idea into your own words. 
After all, prayer is communing with God. Do as the 
son who goes to his dad and says, “I’m having a little 
trouble and you can help me. You see, it’s this way—” 
That’s the way it should also be with our heavenly 
Father. 
How To Pray 


Now let us consider how to pray. Usually you close 
your eyes in prayer. That is nothing new, but is an 
ordinary habit tried and found good. Are you care- 
less about it? You close your eyes simply to shut out 
the vision of numerous distracting sights—the stray hair 
on your dress, the dusty table, the book near you, the 
light. You exclude a bit of the everyday world. With 
your eyes closed you begin to draw near to God. Just 
put the paper down a minute and try it. 


At the Christian Service Camp one year the cook 
was preparing dinner for a group of two hundred. Peo- 
ple crowded into the kitchen demanding extras, making 
complaints and getting in the way until things were in 
a mad whirl. Suddenly the cook dropped her fork, stood 
motionless and bowed her head. Then she looked up 
and smiled. After that, work went smoothly. She says 
she often has to take a “prayer breath”. 


Perhaps you fold your hands together in the old- 
fashioned clasp. In this way you can’t doodle with a 
pencil, you can’t scratch your head, thumb the pages or 
make any of the senseless, small gestures. When the 
hands are clasped together they must be still. It auto- 
matically gives you a different, restful feeling. You 
haven’t said or even thought one word of your prayer 
perhaps, but your grip on the material things has been 
loosened. Two of the five physical senses—touch and 
sight—are cut off. All right, find out for yourself the 
peace that comes as you stop reading to fold your hands 
and close your eyes. 


A professor of history I know does not believe in 
prayer, yet he has his family say grace before meals. 
He says that the moment of calmness before eating aids 
in proper digestion. How much more, then, it must mean 
to one who does believe the words of thanks! 


But even though you close your eyes and still your 
busy hands, the radio may be on with news, a play or 
dance music. It will be difficult to concentrate on talk- 
ing to the Lord while someone is shouting at you to 
try their delicious cereal. You will not be able to get 
very near the Lord above the wall of sound. If you 
have prayers at mealtime, turn off the radio and eliminate 
as much noise and activity as possible. Quiet may not 
be necessary, but it will make it easier to pray. 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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The Results of a Sidewalk Conversation 


It was after a monthly meeting of the ministers of 
Jonestown. Two ministers stood talking on the sidewalk 
in front of the Y. M. C. A. Presently one of them turned 
around when he heard cheery words addressed to him. 

“Hello, there, Pastor Brown.” The words had been 
spoken by Frances Willis and Fred Ellis who were on 
their way home from school. z 

“Why, hello, Frances and Fred! 
early today?” responded Pastor Brown. 

“Yes”, put in Fred, “we're to help make prepara- 
tions for the big Junior Hi Banquet tonight, so we got 
out early to do the job”. 

They were thoroughly cordial to 
their pastor, but they did not have = =o 
time to stop for a chat, they were 
so eager to be about the prepara- 
tions for the big event. As the 
words were exchanged between the 
pair and their pastor they were 
moving on. As soon as they were 
beyond earshot, the other minister 
said to Pastor Brown, “My, but 
they are two nice looking young- 
sters. Members of your church, | 
take it?” 

Pastor Brown swelled with 
pride at the compliment paid by 
his fellow clergyman, and then he 
said, “Yes, they are two of my 
finest young people. I came to 
know them rather well during the 
days when they were in my Cate- 
chetical Class. During that same 
period they became actively identi- 
fied with the Intermediate Group 
of my Luther League, and ever 
since that time they have been growing in leadership. 
I count on them very much.” 

The fellow clergyman, not a Lutheran, said, “There’s 
where you Lutherans have it over on us. We do not 
have a very satisfactory method of preparing young 
people for church membership and for weaving them 
into the more active life of the Church after they are 
received into communicant membership.” 

“Well, you see,’ continued Pastor Brown, “we do 
not wait until they are Confirmed to begin to weave 
them in. Our youth organization, the Luther League, 
begins its program with them at or about the time they 
are being prepared for Confirmation. It has a special 
division for the early teen-age, or the Junior Hi group. 
We believe that the Church does well to capitalize on 
their natural interest in organization at this age, and 
we have committed that part of our youth work to the 
Luther League.” 

Looking at his watch hastily, Pastor Brown Seite! “Il 
must be going because I have an appointment at three at 


Aren't you out 
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the church”. So the two men started to walk off to- 
gether; one to his church which was within walking 
distance, the other to his car which was parked about a 
block away. As they walked and talked, they met other 
groups ef young people coming from school. Some of 
them spoke, while others were too busy talking among 
themselves to notice anyone else. 

In a few moments a group of boys rounded the cor- 
ner. When they were about to pass one of them spoke 
up and said, “Good afternoon, Rev. Brown’. 

“Hello, Johnnie’, responded the pastor. 

“Ts that another of your young people?” inquired 

the second clergyman. 

“Yes, it is”, responded Pastor 
Brown. “I Confirmed him last 
Easter. But so far he has not be- 
come interested in the work of our 
youth organization. I don’t just 

« know why, but he isn’t as regular 
at Sunday School and Church as 
I would like to see him either. I 
believe if we could interest him 
genuinely in the organizational 
work of our young people, he 
would be on the road to becoming 
a more valuable church member. 
Iid you see how he was in the 
midst of that group of boys? I be- 
lieve that he has real leadership 
possibilities.” 

By that time the two clergy- 
men had walked the block to the 
one’s car. The owner invited Pas- 
tor Brown to ride with him, but 
he said the distance was so short 
that he believed he would just as 

soon walk. So the men took their leave of each other 

with a friendly greeting. 

But walking the remaining block and a half to the 
church Pastor Brown took occasion to think more about 
Johnnie Bunting. How could he get Johnnie interested 
in the Luther League? Had the superintendent and 
the rest made any effort to get him in, or did they just 
give up when he did not come to the first meeting after 
the party which the League gave for the 1943 Confirma- 
tion Class? Johnnie was too potentially valuable as a 
church leader not to persist in the effort to make him 
an active member. So the pastor resolved to make a 
special point of speaking to the superintendent about 
following up on Johnnie’s invitation. 

Is there an active Luther League, with a strong In- 
termediate Group, in your congregation? Could your 
pastor turn to his young people and their leaders for 
such help in doing the work of the church with young 
people as Pastor Brown did? Every pastor wants all 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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Coming! Something New For The Sunday School 


Though this particular something is not something 
which is issued by The Luther League of America, never- 
theless, Luther Leaguers everywhere will be interested 
in it. It is something new for the Sunday School. And 
Luther Leaguers compose an important part of the Sun- 
day School as members of its Young People’s Division. 
The Luther League and that division of the Sunday 
School have programs for Intermediates, Seniors and 
Young People, covering an age- 
span of from 12 to 24 years. 

What is it? A new course of 
Sunday School literature, to be 
called “The Christian Growth 
Series”. Like the one now in use 
in our schools, it is to provide ab- 
solutely new material for teachers 
and pupils in all departments, the 
Beginners’ through the Senior. 
Readers of The Luther League 
Review will be most especially in- 
terested in that part of the series 
which will be for Intermediates 
and Seniors. 

What will be new about this 
course? Everything. It will not 
in any sense be a revision of the 
present “Christian Life Course’. 
It will strive to be the best that 
modern educational theory and 
practice can provide in its method. 
It will be written by some of the 
best qualified persons in the Church. It will present 
thoroughly Biblical and Lutheran teaching on the whole 
range of subjects necessary to the Christian growth of 
the individual. From the standpoint of eye-appeal, it will 
make use of the best in the modern printer’s art. 

There’s something else new about it which will be 
of special interest to the Intermediate and Senior, as 
well as to their teachers. The material will be organized 
on a quarterly basis, rather than on an annual, as pre- 
viously done. That means that there will be a shift in 
subject matter from quarter to quarter, affording a 
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greater variety in study and a stimulus to greater effort. 
This is going to be a fine series, whether judged from 
the pupil’s or the teacher’s standpoint. The whole Church 
can not but be interested in its coming. 

When will it appear? It is scheduled to come from 
the press some time in 1944, The exact date can not now 
be announced, but it is confidently expected that it will 
be ready for use in the Sunday Schools of the Church 
in the fall quarter of this year. The 
plan is actually to have it ready 
well in advance of that time so that 
leaders may have the opportunity 
to examine it thoroughly prior to 
introducing it in their schools Oc- 
tober Ist, 1944. 

Will the entire series be ready 
for use in October? No. The first 
units of the Primary, Junior and 
Intermediate Departments alone 
will be ready, Those for Begin- 
ners and Seniors will be added 
later. That means that only the 
early teen-age Luther Leaguers 
will be introduced to this new 
material in 1944. 

There is at least one other new 
thing about this Christian Growth 
Series. It is the product of the 
editorial staffs of three general 
bodies of Lutherans in America. 
The American Lutheran Church 
and the Augustana Synod are cooperating with the 
United Lutheran Church in this venture for the first 
time. The publication houses of the three bodies are also 
involved in the making of this material the best possible 
example of the printer’s art. This is a new series, which, 
because of its inherent quality, should command the new 
interest and enthusiastic reception on the part of Sunday 
School pupils and teachers in the majority of Lutheran 
Churches in the United States and Canada. 

Begin its use with your Intermediates in the fall 
of 1944! 


‘Bias. 


Order Now for Missionary Sunday—January 30, 1944 


“THE GREAT AWAKENING”’—A Special Service 
(Available December 27, 1943—Free) 


Promoting The Luther League of America’s Missionary Project for the Bi-ennium 1943-1945 
Send orders to THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce St. 


JANUARY, 1944 


Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


JANUARY FUN FROL 


THIS MONTH’S SOCIAL COMES TO US FROM “THE ENDEAVORER” 


Merry mixers make for mirth. When you invite your 
guests, ask each to wear to your party, in full view, 
as part of his or her costume, something which cost no 
more than a dime. 

On their arrival, hand out paper and pencils, telling 
guests to give the company the once-over for those dime 
accessories, and when they think they have spotted one 
to jot it down on the paper, with its wearer’s name. 


There is one rule. No handling of object is allowed. 
This makes it more difficult to tell whether Cousin Betty 
is flashing a “dimemund” or the real thing; or if Uncle 
Clarence, with a weakness for handsome ties, is wearing 
one of his own costly collection or a flamboyant ten- 
for-a-dollar bargain. 

The papers are collected, mixed, and passed out for 
reading aloud, either at once or during some later lull, 
as at refreshment time. The disclosures will be astonish- 
ing and amusing—with heirloom jewelry hitting a new 
low! 

Scramble is a funny new treasure hunt which spreads 
your party all over the house. The assembled guests 
are told that if they look around the party room, they 
will see an object which obviously belongs elsewhere. 
Upon seeing it, they are to dash or dawdle to the room 
to which the article belongs. Here they will discover 
another object out of place and proceed to the room 
which is its natural habitat. So the hunt goes on from 
room to room until the final clue reveals the treasure, 
wrapped in tissue paper. 


The “planted” article should be a positive clue, as, 
for instance, a frying pan on the piano. Guests rushing 
to the kitchen find make-up articles in a saucepan. This 
divides the trail, but it is picked up by a matching of 
cosmetics in Mary’s bedroom, where laundry, garden, or 
garage equipment is discovered in her hat box! 


To is an exciting new version of the musical parcel 
game in which players of all ages can join. A very small 
gift is done up in many wrappers, tied in several places 
by not-too-tightly knotted string. The players sit in a 
close circle, with someone at the piano or phonograph. 
To the tune of “Jingle Bells”, the parcel is passed quick- 
ly around the circle. When the music suddenly stops, 
the player who happens to be holding the parcel begins 
to unwrap it by untying a knot in the string. When the 
music starts again, the parcel goes on its travels once 
more, trailing its strings behind it. Excitement mounts 
as each break in the music allows deft fingers to get 
nearer to the treasure. The player who finally takes it 
from its last packing may keep the gift. 

You is a breathless, still sort of blind-man’s buff. 
The object of the game is not for the blind-folded one 
to catch the others, but to guess who they are when 
he finds them. As soon as one player is blindfolded and 
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before he begins to seek, the others take up positions 
in different parts of the room—on chairs, under tables, 
behind doors, in corners—and must stay there without 
making a sound. 

After the blindfolded one discovers a player, he is 
permitted to make the discovered person speak two 
words, three separate times. He says “You?” whereupon 
the discovered player replies “No, you!” in a disguised 
voice. 

The blindfolded one thus has three guesses. If he 
succeeds in naming “You”, the identified one is blind- 
folded in his place. If he fails, he must grope on to 
find some other player crouching in another corner. 


Best “blind” drawings are always fun. Each player 
is given a card with pencil or black crayon and told to 
prepare for the worst; then all the lights are switched 
off and the drawing master announces: “Draw a circle. 
Now put Roman numerals around the circle, from one 
to twelve, making a watch face. Now draw the hands, 
please, and set them at the right time”. 


If the artists have been given a large enough can- 
vas—such as a paper pie plate—they can be required 
to include the minute dial or the cuckoo in the clock. 
After the lights are turned on and the people allowed 
to view with alarm these amazing drawings, a toy watch 
is given as the first prize for the best effort. 

I’m Getting Better and Better is fun to play. The 
kind hostess provides each guest with a bad habit neat- 
ly written on the outside of a sealed envelope. Within 
the envelope is a card telling the sinner how to prove 
that he has reformed and is now a changed man. 

The envelopes are shaken up in a hat and drawn 
by guests in turn. After your friends have learned the 
worst, they proceed to live up—or down—to their repu- 
tations! They actually do the thing they are accused of. 
These bad habits might read: 

1. I giggle whenever I am spoken to.’ 

I begin every remark with “Lissen!” 

I coo baby-talk every chance I get. 

I contradict everything said to me. 

I want all the world to know how smart my dog 
is. 

exclaim over everything and talk in italics. 
give everybody advice. 

monopolize the conversation. 

view everything and everybody with alarm. 

I talk about myself all the time. 

Nis the noise caused by the acting out of these 
bad habits has abated somewhat, announce that now 
everyone should open his envelope and that inside each 
person will discover how to prove to people around him 
that he has changed. The guests draw out the cards, and 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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LIFE SERVICE 


FOLLOWING THE MASTER 
(The Gospel Story in Music) 


Prepared by MARGARET McFALLS, Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona District Luther League 


Submitted by Life Service Department, Luther 
League of America 


(A program for League or Church Service) 


_ The purpose of this program is to use selected portions of 
scripture, illustrated by song and picture, so that the life of the 
Master may be graphically presented to the audience in all the 
simplicity and beauty of the original account. 


A small choir of average voices (for which a quartet may be 
substituted) and a reader of good voice and intelligence, are es- 
sential for the program. The stereopticon features may be omitted, 
if equipment is not available. So may the angel—her words being 
given by the reader. 


The Program 

Instrumental Prelude—Pastoral Symphony from 

Handel’s “Messiah” (If not available, use some quiet 

hymn, such as “Day Is Dying in the West’) 
Old Testament Prophecy 

Reader: Matthew 2:4-6 

Solo: “Fear Not Ye, O Israel” by Dudley Buck 
The Birth of Jesus 

Reader: Luke 2:8-14 

Hymn for All: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
The Childhood of Jesus 

Reader: Luke 2:40-49 

Quartet: “Ye Fair Green Hills of Galilee” 

(Hymn 96 in American Youth Hymnal) 

Calling the Disciples 

Reader: Mark 1:16-20 

Choir: “Where He Leads Me I Will Follow” 
The Healing Ministry 

Reader: Mark 1:32-34 

Solo: “At Even, Ere the Sun Was Set”, verses 1, 6 
The Teaching Ministry 

Reader: Mark 4:1-9 

Choir: “Break Thou the Broad of Life” 
Friend of the Outcast 

Reader: Luke 19:1-5 

Solo: “I’ve Found a Friend, O Such a Friend” 
Calming the Storm 

Reader: Mark 4:36-39 

Choir: “Fierce Raged the Tempest” 
Jesus and the Children 

Reader: Luke 18:15-17 

Solo: “I Think When I Read That Sweet Story” 
The Great Refusal 

Reader: Matthew 19:16-22 

Hymn for All: “O Jesus, Thou Art Standing” 
The Triumphal Entry 

Reader: John 12:12, 13 

Solo: “The Palms” by J. Faure 
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Chairman 


The Great Refusal 


The Garden of Gethsemane (Lights out, and stereopticon 
slide of “Christ in the Garden” by Hoffman, on 
the screen) 

Reader: Luke 22:39-42 

Choir: ‘““Tis Midnight and on Olive’s Brow” 

The Crucifixion 

Reader: John 19:17, 18 

Stereopticon Hymn, All: “I Gave My Life For 
Thee” or “Saviour Thy Dying Love” (Order either 
of these hymn sets and the slide of Hoffman’s 
picture from The Stereopticon Department, 740 
Rush Street, Chicago, or your nearest Stereopti- 
con Depository.) 

The Resurrection 

As the last slide of the hymn is withdrawn, let the 
clear, white light fall on the screen. Into the 
“spot” thus made, steps a girl in angel robes. She 
recites Matthew 28:56, 57. 

Choir: “Christ The Lord Is Risen Today” 

The Ascension 

Reader: Luke 24:51, 52 

Hymn (all standing): 

“Crown Him With Many Crowns” 

Benediction (voice from rear) 

Postlude; “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s “Messiah” 

or instead of Postlude, have Choir sing “Hallelujah 

Chorus” 
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From Us To You 


% There are two less 
persons at work in your 
Headquarters staff at pre- 
sent than we have had in 
many a year. It is neces- 
sary for the remaining 
ones to carry the load as 
best they can for perhaps 
several months longer. 
That means you will need 
to be patient with the 
speed of the service 
Headquarters is able to 
render. Two persons can 
not possibly do the work 
AU — of four as quickly. 

Ze | Raa —, * The great vacancy 

Z ‘ LZ in the Headquarters Staff 
is the loss of the Execu- 
tive Secretary, Dr. Paul M. Kinports, who so faithfully 
served for almost thirteen years in that post. Dr. Kin- 
ports has returned to the work of the pastorate. He 
is now the devoted pastor of the large and prominent 
St, Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Charleston, S. C. If 
you are one of the many persons whose Luther League 
life coincided with that of the service of Dr. Kinports, 
perhaps you would like to join the many who have al- 
ready done so and address him a hote of appreciation. 
He lives at 515 Huger Street, Charleston, S. C. 

* As you write to Headquarters for any purpose, 
but especially when you order subscriptions to Luther 
League publications, be sure to give your zone number 
if the place where you live has such a system. This will 
help to speed the delivery of it. 

* Please be careful to allow enough time for mate- 
rials to reach you when ordering them from Headquar- 
ters. Of late there have been far too many requests for 
materials to be sent by return mail. That is, or may not 
be possible, under the present circumstances that obtain 
at Headquarters. Won’t you give us your co-operation, 
and remember that some of our difficulties are due to 
the fact that “there is a war on!” 

* In sending money, notably coins, to Headquarters 
for small orders, please do not use adhesive, or scotch 
tape, to stick it to any part of the order. It causes trou- 
ble on this end of the line. Unless each coin is washed 
off thoroughly, which takes added time from the duties 
at the desk, coins stick to everything they touch and 
gum up the works. 

* Please do not ask to be billed for Luther League 
publications. We can not afford the costs involved in all 
that accounting. Send cash, money order, or check for 
the correct amount with every order for publications or 
other literature. Secure the latest literature list, if in 
doubt about the price of anything. 

* Have you forgotten that you can share in the cost 
of sending The Luther League Review to our Lutheran 
Service Centers? The subscription is $1.25. Your help 
in this important matter would be greatly appreciated. 
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The President's Corner 


Dear Fellow Luther Leaguers: 

The cancellation of the convention of The Luther 
League of America, scheduled for Rochester, N. Y., July 
1943, made it the constitutional duty of your president 
to announce the appointment of the following committees 
for the bi-ennium 1943-1945: 


Finance Committee 
Wm. H. Patrick, Jr., Chairman - Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. J. W. Cobb - .- - - Blacksburg, Va. 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann - - Savannah, Ga. 
Miss Anna Schlegel - - - - Allentown, Pa. 
Edward Wiggert - - - - - Detroit, Mich. 


Education Committee 
Dr. C. P. Harry, Chairman - - Norristown, Pa. 
Miss Ida Clossman - - - - Zanesville, O. 
(Cad Ibieike? 90 5s so = & Sieiuesypilliis, al, C, 
Miss Ruth Martsoli - - - - Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Miss Edith Richardson - -  - Marion, Va. 
Miss Clara Schleicher - - - Catasauqua, Pa. 


Mission Committee 
Rey. J.O. Kempson, Chairman - 
Miss Eunice Allen - - - Auburn, Nebraska 
Miss Margaret Chelstrom - Minneapolis, Minn. 
Miss Charlotte McDermon - Colorado Springs, Colo, 
Miss Harriett Reeves - - - Baltimore, Md. 
Miss Ann Schomogy -_ - Richmond Heights, Mo. 


Columbia, S.C. 


Life Service Committee 

Mary Heil Hammersla, Chairman 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Miss Bernice Brubaker - - Jacksonville, Fla. 
Miss Margaret Gippert - - Saugerties, N. Y. 
Miss Marion Sbach - - - - - Toledo, O. 
Miss Florence Weicker - Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 
Miss Virginia Wirt - - - Des Moines, Iowa 


Mrs. 


The resignation of our Executive Secretary called 
for the officers and secretaries of The Luther League of 
America to carry on until the meeting of the Executive 
Committee, January 17th and 18th, 1944. Any sugges- 
tions and correspondence for the betterment of the 
League should be in Philadelphia before that time. 

This January issue of The Luther League Review 
reminds all of us that 1944 is “just around the corner”. 
What will we do with the New Year? Will we point all 
our actions “Toward God’s Goals?” Will we do all in 
our power to keep the home-front Christian? Will our 
experiences match the prayer experiences of those on 
the battlefronts? Will we, our Leagues, and our con- 
gregations be ready to receive back into our churches 
the ones we love so much and for whose safe return we 
are even now praying? An affirmative answer will give 
added justification for our program now and in the 
future. 

Let us all strive to meet the challenges of the New 
Year—the year of our Lord, 1944, 

Sincerely your friend, 


ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER, President 
LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Footprints 


In the light of new military achievements made by 
new leaders, the fame of Robert E. Lee as a great 
military leader under heartbreaking difficulties will gradu- 
ally wane. Appreciation of the uprightness of his char- 
acter and his many Christian qualities will continue to 
grow as history learns that greatness of soul outweighs 
all other virtues. 


Born January 19, 1807 at Westmoreland County, 
Va., he was the son of the famous cavalry leader, Harry 
Lee, better known as “Light Horse Harry”. His mili- 
tary career extended intermittently throughout most 
of his life, but it is Lee, the Christian, who holds our 
interest today. 


There is a story that one of Lee’s sons once fol- 
lowed him in the snow, imitating his every movement 
and stepping exactly in his footprints. “When I saw 
this,” said the general, “I said to myself, it behooves me 
to walk very straight when this fellow is already follow- 
ing in my tracks”. Each of us has some person follow- 
ing in his footprints, and as we travel through this year, 
someone will give to the Sustaining Membership Fund 
because we gave. That means, the sooner I give, the 
greater will be the number following in my footprints. 
My Contributing Membership of $1.00 will therefore be 
sent today. 


Lee’s favorite hymn was “How Firm a Foundation”, 
and many stories are told which bear out the fact that 
he was constantly seeking and striving to build upon 
“The Firm Foundation”. He thought of every man in 
his army as a soul to be saved and encouraged in every 
possible way the mission and revival work which went on 
all through the war with ever-increasing activity. A 
Jewish soldier applied for permission to attend certain 
ceremonies of his synagogue in Richmond, but his cap- 
tain disapproved the application. When the paper 
reached General Lee he endorsed on it, “Approved, and 
respectfully return to Captain ...... , with the advice 
that he should always respect the religious views and 
feelings of others’. At another time when he was told 
that the chaplains of the army were offering fervent 
prayers in his behalf, his face flushed, tears came to his 
eyes, and with deep emotion he said, “Please thank them 
for that, sir, I warmly appreciate it. And I can only 
say that I am nothing but a poor sinner, trusting in 
Christ for salvation, and need all of the prayers they 
can offer for me”. 


On one occasion Lee was hurrying with his staff to 
battle. The firing had begun and shells were flying. The 
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cavalcade happened to pass a camp meeting with some 
ragged veteran holding forth in prayer. Immediately the 
commander-in-chief dismounted and he and all his offi- 
cers, with bared heads, reverently took part in the simple 
worship. At another time, as the army was rapidly ad- 
vancing, he turned out from the road and knelt in the 
dust beside a minister, to ask for guidance and blessing. 


The men of the Confederacy had such love and 
veneration for Lee, that they came to look upon the 
cause for which they were fighting as his cause, and they 
fought for it because they loved him. To them he repre- 
sented cause, country, and all. One day after the war, 
as Lee was riding through the woods, he met an old Con- 
federate. “Oh, General”, said the old man, “it does me 
so much good to see you that I’m going to cheer”. The 
general protested and tried to show him its inappropri- 
ateness, but the man cheered just the same. How many 
of us will follow in the footprints of Lee’s men and 
fight or cheer for the Luther League of America with a 
$5.00 or more Loyalty or Alumni Membership? 


Upon one occasion a wounded private in a crowded 
car was having difficulty putting on his coat over a ban- 
daged arm. Seeing his struggle, an officer came for- 
ward and helped him. It was the commander-in-chief. 
At another time on a very hot July day, one of Lee’s 
soldiers left the ranks and approached the general. When 
the staff tried to stop him, Lee put them aside and asked 
the man what he wanted. “Please, General, I don’t want 
much, but it’s powerful wet marching this weather. I 
was looking for a rag or something to wipe the sweat 
out of my eyes”. “Will this do?” asked the General, 
handkerchief in hand. “Yes, my Lordy, that indeed!” 
“Well, then, take it with you, and back quick to ranks, 
no straggling this march, you know, my man.” 


Footprints? Your Gift Membership to the Sustain- 
ing Membership Fund will keep the Luther League of 
America from struggling with a wounded body and will 
wipe the sweat of anxiety from the face of Luther League 
Headquarters. Send it in today. 


Like Lee, all true Christians leave deep “Footprints 
on the sands of time”. We honor their memory and 
their deeds when we send in a Memorial Membership 
in their name. 

MILDRED GARTELMANN, Chairman 


From A PSALM OF LIFE 


Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 


Footptints, that perhaps another, 
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main, 
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
Seeing,, shall take heart again. 

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 


Christian Family Chart 


By J. VERNON JACOBS 


Suggestion: Mount this chart 
on cardboard and check month- 
ly, with entire family present. 
Allow five points for each item 
earned, and place the total score 
in the proper space on the left 
side of the chart. 

1. Bible Reading and Prayer. 
Regular devotional period by in- 


Monthly Scores dividual members of family some- 
jt ae time during the day. (One point 
; each if less than whole family 
Rebruany 9 esas participated.) 
Vite 2. Bible-school Lesson Stud- 
ied. Preferably from the quar- 
vNeoneil |) Serer terly, but from any church paper 
will be acceptable. One point 
Mayo oe each if less than whole family 
Sine 99 se. participated. 
3. Thanks at Meals. It is best 
IN: if every member of the family 
As participates. 
ao ae te 4. Religious Pictures. The 
September ww... ideal would be to have one in 
every room. 
RUGS ices 5, Family Council. A discus- 
November _............ sion of family problems at least 
once a week, and the members 
December | 2. abiding by the decision of the 
______ group. At the beginning of each 
month the family should discuss 
INSEMPEMEIS  e and check the chart. 


6. Christian Interpretation of Events. The daily 
news discussed around the table in the light of Chris- 
tian ideals and conduct. 

7. Family Worship. At least once a week (daily 
is better) a gathering of the family for songs, Scripture 
and prayers. 

8. Church and Bible-school Attendance. 
of the family attending regularly. 

9. Regular Giving to the Church. The tithe as the 
minimum is the ideal. Let each member of the family 
have a part in giving. The family should decide together 
how the Lord’s part of the family income should be 
divided. 

10. Participation. 
accept 
church. 

11. Service. The family doing something helpful 
for others at least once a month. 

12. Sunday Observance. Let the family decide on 
how the Lord’s Day may be properly observed. To 
keep the day holy does not mean you have to sit around 
and do nothing: but at the same time some things are 
not fitting, and profane the day. 

13. Religious Books. These may be checked out 
from the church or public library or purchased. 


Members 


Each member being willing to 


responsibility in various organizations of the 
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ONE WORLD 


By, Wendell L. Willkie 
Published by Simon & Shuster, 80 pages; 
Paper $1.00—1943 


Christians know Christ died for all men. Our mis- 
sions to the ends of the earth have emphasized that fact 
for a hundred years and more. But world mindedness 
has not characterized America or any other nation. 


Wendell Willkie flew around the world at President 
Roosevelt’s appointment visiting the military fronts 
where our men are and the leaders of the nations with 
whom we are united. He reports here some of his most 
vivid and important impressions. It is a spicy book 
which every Luther Leaguer will enjoy. Mr. Willkie 
writes as though he was talking straight to us. His 
book is fun, It is also one of the best statements of 
what United States foreign policy must be that has ap- 
peared. More than that it gives the views and ideals of 
men and women all over the world. He talked with 
kings, prime ministers, soldiers, teachers, local adminis- 
trators, farmers, merchants and men of the road—camel 
drivers as well as chauffeurs. He tells what they want. 
It is what we want and what every right minded citizen 
must want. It is freedom and goodwill. 

Mr. Willkie talks straight so that any of us can 
get it. His book is so personal and dramatic, so vivid and 
swift, that interest never lags. When you have finished 
it you will see what a great chance America has, and 
how right in line with what Christ has taught that re- 
sponsibility is. One world—that is we must all live to- 
gether as brothers of our Heavenly Father, respecting 
others’ differences and cooperation for the common good. 
That is another way of saying—Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace, good-will to men.—C.P.H. 


14. Christian Home Library. Buying worth-while 
books to be kept permanently. This may include books 
about the Bible, Prayer, Missions, Stewardship, Home- 
building, Marriage, Sex Instruction, Religious Fiction, 
etc. (Five points each month if one or more books are 
read.) 

15. Religious Magazines. Regular reading of church 
and Sufday School papers. Take no credit if sex or 
crime magazines are allowed in the home. 

16. Love and Obedience. Parents reasonable in 
their requests; children respecting and obeying parents. 

17. Shows and Entertainments. Right choices and 
discussion of value of things seen and heard. 

18. Family Fellowship Hour. Monthly gathering 
of family, friends and neighbors for an evening of songs 
and games. 

19. Christian Citizenship. Respect for and obe- 
dience to the law. If any member of the family has 
broken some law during the month, no credit should 
be taken. 

20. Special Problems. Is there some special weak- 
ness that should be corrected, such as Fighting, Lying, 
Cursing, Drinking, Anger, etc.? Let the family choose 
which need to be overcome. If reasonably successful, 
take five points each month.—‘Lookout” 
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HE first expression of the gen- 

eral public, when a case of de- 

linquency is brought to its at- 
tention, is that the delinquent should 
be punished, without leniency, and 
that he or she is just a bad boy or 
girl. If we would be fair to these 
juvenile delinquents (which include 
all delinquent children and youth up 
to the age of 18) we should strive 
to learn the cause of their delinquen- 
cy, the motive back of their crimes. 
It might be one of many causes over 
which the young person has no con- 
trol, but must put up with and en- 
dure. 

He may come from a broken home 
as so many do, where there is no love 
shown, but instead an attitude of 
“Get out of our way! You are hinder- 
ing us in the things we want to do.” 
Some come from homes where there 
is continual disagreement resulting in 
fights and swearing at each other. 
The child stands this as long as he 
can and then leaves. He is soon 
picked up for stealing, either food 
or money. Many of our delinquents 
come from homes where both parents 
work. The young people must look 
after themselves because the parents 
have neither the time nor the in- 
clination to do so. 

Some delinquents come from homes 
where the parents are immoral. The 
youth has seen immorality from 
birth on. He knows nothing else. It 
is not wrong to him, because he has 
never been taught that it is wrong. 
He can not understand why any one 
else is meddling in his or his fami- 
ly’s affairs. The delinquent may be an 
only child who has had his own 
way so long that when he is forced 
to follow a routine or obey an order, 
he rebels, and this leads from one 
thing to another until, finally, he is 
brought to. the courts. 

Sometimes the motive is a craving 
for luxuries he can not afford. Per- 
haps a boy wants to date a girl who 
won't have anything to do with a 
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fellow who doesn’t have a car. So 
the boy steals a car, and takes his girl 
out in style. There are many cases 
of this kind. After the first offence, 
if he is not caught, it becomes easier 
and easier to commit the same crime 
time after time until it becomes a 
habit. The original motive may pass 
into the background, replaced hy one 
of seeking a thrill or excitement. 
My Goal 

“My goal is to live in such a way 
that my Lord’s word, ‘Well done,’ 
will greet my entrance into life here- 
after. To serve my fellowmen in such 
a way that my works and deeds will 
be effective long after my body has 
found rest. To fulfill and keep sacred 
the faith my friends have in me. To 
remain an individual capable of keep- 
ing emotions and self-will unruffled. 
To be an example in any situation in 
any walk of life. To give more than 
I receive. 

“Within the next few years I hope 
to be a contented possessor of a home 
and family. My association with the 
church will be an important uplift- 
ing feature in my life. I will attempt 
to supply my family with the love of 
a mother, for it is this factor that 
creates or destroys the memories of 
a child’s infant years. In this way I 
can pay my debt to the public. Thus 
my life can be used to furnish new 
ambitions for tne success of our com- 
munity—our nation.” 

The following was written by a 
young lady who said, “I am one of 
those children who was never wanted. 
I was born in a rescue home. My 
mother got rid of me as soon as I 
was born.” 

“T have at last discovered what 
my faith means to me. It has taken 
me nearly cighteen years to awaken 
to these beautiful facts of life. When 
I was young I went to church just 
like all children but it was because 
my foster mother forced it and so I 
came to dislike church. So at the age 
of twelve I left home and had no 


more to do with church, until just of 
late when I was in some trouble and 
I learned to pray all over again. I 
asked the Lord to forgive my sins 
as I was sorry. I thanked Him for 
giving me this trouble because it got 
me to thinking. So I asked God to 
give me the opportunity to tell other 
people about His Word. That very 
night he sent to me a girl and she 
asked me to teach her how to pray 
and I did my best. The next day God 
gave me the opportunity to pray in 
church. The Lord has given me 
courage to face my problems and to 
help others around me, which I am 
trying to do. Til always keep my 
faith in Him because I know that He 
answers my prayers and forgives my 
sins. As it says in the Bible, forgive 
seventy times seventy. God has in 
my case. I'll also forgive seventy 
times seventy those who have crossed 
me because He has forgiven me. I 
shall always obey the Ten Command- 
ments because I have broken several 
of them. The last thought is that I 
will be able to pass this faith to my 
children. Also that I will have a 
place in heaven because I believe.” 

This young lady was sent to a 
convent where many of our Protest- 
ant girls are sent. The Protestants 
provide no place where a delinquent 
girl can be sent for rehabilitation. 
Providing such a place might well be 
a goal of our church. 

We need to be a little kinder in 
our thinking toward the delinquent 
young people. We need to open our 
doors wider and show them a little 
interest and attention. The govern- 
ment provides very little adequate 
recreation and wholesome fun for 
youth of this kind. They need an 
outlet for their energies. They be- 
long to no church so do not have 
the opportunities provided by the 
young people’s organizations in the 
churches. They need your help and 
your interest. If your faith is strong 
enough, you need not fear them. 
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FROM THE LAND OF LILIES 


By CHAPLAIN O. G. DASHER, We Se ie 1S 


from the past I pause to greet you 


Like an echo 
from Bermuda and more recently from our beloved 
States. “If you’re right, you’re wrong. ” That's Bermuda 
speaking, where the rule of the road is, “If you' re left, 
you're right; if you're right, you’re wrong”. It also 


sounds like a voice speaking to us telling us everything 
is backwards. Yes, that’s what this war has done to us 
all, made us do an about face, take detours the long way 
around, and our thinking and acting have become con- 
Sometimes friends and loved ones slip into ob- 
livion for a moment when meeting thousands of new 
faces and confronting numerous problems in a different 
environment. Let us thank God that He is the same, 
and by His grace our faith in Him can grow stronger 
each day. ““A Changeless Christ for a Changing World.” 

Yes, these are dark and cloudy days, but I have 
just spent 10 bright months in beautiful Bermuda Islands, 
less than 20 square miles in area, only 700 miles from 
New York. Our battalion of Seabees and another were 
sent down to finish up the naval operating base and air 
station there. “Can Do” is their motto and they lived 
up to it. The men were not pleased that they did not 
start the job from scratch and thus show their real 
skill. However, they handled admirably the most difh- 
cult of all—finishing up, where patience is required and 
progress hard to see and measure. 


fused. 


Let me share with you briefly my work by a resume. 
You may be assured the activities of a chaplain never 
cease, He is subject to call at any time and cannot do 
the best work if he attempts only regular hours. Sixty- 
seven Army and Navy divine services were held with 
approximately 4000 attendance. About 300 partook of 
the Holy Communion, administered the first Sunday in 
each month. Our Bible study class kept up its interest 
with the commanding officer of the 49th doing much of 
the teaching. He has a practical approach and a good 
appeal to the men. A weekly bulletin was put out be- 
ginning with Easter. These attractive folders were deep- 
ly appreciated on Sundays. From class funds and occa- 
sional offerings at divine services contributions were 
sent to the American Bible Society, the Gideons, the 
Red Cross, and Bible Meditation League. A Christian 
and U. S. flags were placed on either side of the altar. 
Services were held in a small gym with the altar on the 
stage. Everything was done to create a churchly at- 
mosphere. The National Lutheran Council provided 
a fine portable altar set. 

Of course, the crowning service of the year was 
Easter. It could not be otherwise with hundreds of 
Bermuda lilies. Most unique was the setting for the sun- 
rise service in the outdoor theater. A Seabee, former 
Texas florist, created two large lily crosses. The altar 
was set up in front of the movie screen, and on the 
screen were lily blooms fastened to draped sheets. About 
500 were present at the service, but there must have 
been 2000 who saw this gorgeous scene on their way to 
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and from breakfast. The surroundings for the indoor 
11:00 o’clock service were equally as pretty. The glee 
club sang “The Hallelujah Chorus”. 

Some of my Bermuda friends expressed a wish to 
worship on the base. A party of 60 came July 11 and 
75 on September 19. Each time the Navy men turned 
out in better numbers, for it was “more like home”. 
They were ee a light lunch and conducted on a tour 
of the base. The first anniversary of my ordination was 
observed September 19. There I administered my first 
Navy baptism (the congregation was so quiet you could 
have heard a pin drop). Bermuda is the land of flowers, 
so there were usually some every Sunday, often from 
the Admiral’s garden. 


With the Seabees at the Easter Service in Outdoor Theatre 


Now for a human interest story. One evening after 
| preached to a group of Bermudians,,I was told I bore 
a striking resemblance to a local flyer of the R. A. F., 
nissing since last December in North Africa, Hewson 
Perinchief. I called on thé family and they immediately 
took me into their home and hearts. Their home is 
named the “Glen Haven”, located near the base, and 
their I spent many happy hours resting and trying to 
cheer them up. Perhaps I spent too much of my spare 
time there and failed in my personal correspondence. 
(Please forgive me for my neglect.) They must have 
entertained a hundred Seabees in their home—Hewson’s 
sister, Ailene, being an excellent cook. At our Mother’s 
Day service his mother, Mrs. Kate Perinchief, was hon- 
orded as our adopted ‘Seabee Mother”. A corsage, made 
by one of the men, was pinned on her. 

My second baptism was administered just before I 
left Bermuda. He is a Jewish lad. After proper instruc- 
tion he bravely and with conviction confessed Christ 
before the assembled congregation. Never before have I 
seen a more appreciative lad. And why not? He is now 
Christ’s own, and he and his wife will rejoice in the 
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same Christian faith. He is sure their home and their 
whole lives will be much happier. 


There was only one death in our battalion, a beloved 
company chief—of a heart attack. Due to wartime con- 
ditions and inadequate facilities a full military funeral 
could not be held in Bermuda. The burial service was 
read at the grave, three volleys fired facing the home- 
land, and taps sounded on the bugle. I also officiated 
at the funeral of a naval aviation radio operator, as well 
as at a special memorial service for his crew who lost 
their lives in a crash into the water. There were wreaths 
of passion flowers for each one. A plane flew over the 
tragic spot and dropped the wreaths as a Roman Catholic 
chaplain and myself read committal services to the sea. 


Few Sunday nights have passed without preaching 
in some civilian church. At least 33 sermons were de- 
livered to some 3000 people. I can only quote to you 
from “The Royal Gazettee”, October 9: “Great spiritual 
help and guidance have been experienced by many 
through the earnest and devout preaching of these Chris- 
tian men (Navy chaplains). And now it is thought that 
one of the Naval chaplains may be leaving, so that per- 
haps it may be the last opportunity to hear Chaplain 
Dasher at Emmanuel Church. Chaplain Dasher has en- 
deared himself to a large portion of the population of 
Bermuda and should it be necessary for him to leave this 
island, the prayers from the hearts of many will go with 
him and all those whom he has been working with”. 


At one time there were five Army and five Navy 
chaplains in Bermuda. Once a month we enjoyed a 
luncheon together, as well as a swim, or a deep sea fish- 
ing trip, Sailing in the clear sky-blue water was great 
sport, too. 


General welfare and morale activities have been 
under my supervision. There was a large outdoor movie 
theater, over 2000 capacity, with a different and latest 
movie each evening. The delightful climate permitted 
open air movies the year round. Arranged for 15 sight- 
seeing parties. Purchased athletic gear. Needless to say, 
my greatest fun was running dances for my men. There 
were at least 20 dances for our own and I assisted in 
30 more. There were comparatively few girls in Ber- 
muda, but they liked the Seabees, and came and “tripped 
the light fantastic” with them. In addition to being the 
youngest chaplain in Bermuda, I was about the only 
dancing chaplain. Even won a “jitter-bug”’ contest—a 
frame-up. The USO is doing great work in Bermuda 
and was always instrumental in helping and holding 
these parties for us. (They allowed no liquor in a land 
where liquor was plentiful and cheap.) They have pro- 
vided fine recreational facilities where there are so few 
as compared with the States. 


Assisted in arrangements for approximately 25 pic- 
nics and fishing parties. Outstanding among these were 
five picnics by companies for platoons reaching the 90-10 
War Bond quota. The latter picnics were held at the 
fine USO Club, Elbow Beach. Helped plan a mammoth 
smoker in which both battalions participated just before 
shoving off. Helped in a general way with the editing, 
make-up and general policy of “The Scuttle-Butt News”, 
battalion bi-monthly newspaper. This publication re- 
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With the Seabees at the 11:00 A. M. Easter Service 


ceived a special commendation from the Admiral. It 
was a great morale factor and builder. 

Emergency personal and family financial conditions 
often arise. The Red Cross always helps out, so I ap- 
proved over 100 loans. Received over $800 in contribu- 
tions for the Red Cross War Fund. Sent over 1000 Ex- 
peditionary Force Messages (EFM “canned cables”), 
600 being for Mother’s Day. Received $000 for the 
Welfare Fund and spent about half of the sum. This 
fund is made up chiefly of profits from the ship’s serv- 
ice store (canteen). Visits were made at least every other 
day to the hospital. Correspondence, reading matter, 
and pay are special considerations for the patients. Men 
in trouble, in the brig, or facing a court martial were in- 
terviewed. There was one month that the men of the 
31st Battalion did not commit a single offense while on 
liberty ashore. 

Most of the chaplain’s time has been spent in con- 
ference with men regarding domestic difficulties, pro- 
motions, allotments, marital and divorce problems, and 
leave. The results of the common saying, “Go, tell your 
troubles to the chaplain’, have certainly come my way. 
I am amazed at the unfaithfulness or apparent unfaith- 
fulness on the part of wives as evidenced from letters. 
An appaling number ask for divorces. I have built 
up somewhat of an inferiority complex to the mails, 
which come usually once a week, and bring to light new 
problems and new cases. Evidently families, too, are not 
yet willing to pay the price—to make the sacrifice and to 
overcome their loneliness. They bother their brothers, 
husbands, or fathers with many petty problems they 
should attempt to solve for themselves. Often the serv- 
ice man worries about conditions that never exist or are 
not as bad as he imagines. Worry and fear are our 
greatest enemies in the Navy. Nothing helps morale so 
much as the right kind of a letter from home; nothing 
destroys it more than the wrong kind of a letter. 

Often men drop by just for a chat, or for a Bible, 
prayer book, or Testament. Death messages are the 
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chaplain’s responsibility to give to the men. Notes of 
sympathy are sent to the families. Men are assured of 
privacy in their confidential chats with the chaplain. The 
Red Cross has been extremely helpful in securing re- 
ports on illness, deaths, and family conditions. There 
are on record 200 cases of men with specific problems 
who consulted the chaplain. There are a number of hu- 
man interest stories, but it would be inadvisable and un- 
ethical to relate them now. Most of the problems are 
beyond me. I can always offer their troubled hearts a 
measure of Christian sympathy and leave the solution to 
the grace of God—ever sufficient for our every need. 


Kate Smith cheered up my Seabees when she sang 
“My Buddy” for our battalion on a national hook-up 
from Camp Endicott, R. I. She graciously heeded my 
cable request. Families wrote expressing their extreme 
delight. 


Fond memories gleaned here and there: Open car- 
riage rides, bicycle rides and one accident, plus scream- 
ing women, glowing white clouds and flaming sunsets, 
the world’s smallest drawbridge, sudden weather changes, 
floating in the water with ease, sailing to a tiny island 
and having a picnic supper, seeing Bermuda from the 
air with its lovely coral reefs, white roofs of houses to 
catch the rain, the only fresh water supply, houses named 
—not numbered, small, tough Bermuda cedars, no snakes 
in Bermuda, “forty thieves” of Bermuda, friendly French 
sailors, a liberty boat sinking—survivors and drowned 
bodies, moonlight jeep rides, rough Bermuda railway 
rides, rugged coral rocks on the seashore, selling al- 
most 1500 Easter pictures, palatial homes and gardens, 
Devil’s Hole (a natural aquarium), world’s finest golf 
course, colored population (about 60% of total) speak- 
ing with same accent as the white, no malaria there, 
money in pence, shillings, and pounds instead of dollars 
and cents, favorite hymn of 31st Battalion, “The Old 
Rugged Cross”, no rivers or running streams in Ber- 
muda, the second oldest colony in the British Empire, 
British censorettes, joyful news, “The clipper’s in” 
(mail), minute details of local events in daily newspapers, 
beautiful old churches (Church of England), all non- 
conformists belonging to what is called the “Wesleyan 
Methodist Church”, being regularly teased by my fellow 
officers, lily fields looking like snow, “Steep Hill, Walk 
Your Horse”, hauntingly beautiful moonlight nights, the 
Battalion passing in review before the Admiral. 


I have often said the chaplain does things that can- 
not be definitely delegated to anyone else. His field is 
unlimited. Now, do not get the idea that I am worn 
down. On the contrary, I weigh 180 pounds; gained 30 
pounds in Bermuda. And there are always rewards— 
the heartening manner in which men say, ‘Hello, chap- 
lain”, grateful letters from families, a warm handshake, 
a smile upon saluting. Incidentally, I was promoted to 
temporary rank of Lieutenant, October 1. I was included 
in a “blanket” promotion, that is, all Lieutenants (jg’s) 
and Ensigns who were commissioned prior to October 


1, 1942, were promoted temporarily to the next higher 
rank, 


Yours in the Service of God and Country, 


O. G. DASHER 
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Your Society Bulletin Board 


I. CONSTRUCTION 

1. Three-ply wood covered with neutral colored blot- 
ter paper makes an inexpensive board and one that 
will not warp. The blotter paper can be changed 
thereby changing the color of the bulletin board. 

2. Other boards can be made of celotex and beaver- 
board. 

3. A cork base board is excellent but more expensive. 

4, Burlap weighted at the top and bottom with a 
one inch board can be hung like an unrolled scholl. 
Material has to be pinned to the burlap. Such a 
bulletin board can be made very artistic. 

5. A very useful board can be made by glueing two 
thicknesses of heavy corrugated cardboard together. 
The ribs of one piece should run horizontally while 
those of the other run vertically; this produces a 
stronger board. After these pieces have been glued, 
the front of the board is covered with blotter paper 
and the edges are bound with paper, gummed tape 
or oilcloth. 

6. If an old picture frame of the proper size is avail- 
able, another bulletin board can be improvised. 
Sometimes these frames can be obtained at a nom- 
inal sum from a second hand dealer. A backing 
of beaverboard, pine board, or cardboard (as sug- 
gested above) is inserted into the frame. The 
frame when polished and hung makes an attractive 
bulletin board. 

7. An inexpensive board can be made of masonite. 
A half-inch thickness is recommended. Its appear- 
ance is improved if the masonite is framed or if 
its edges are bound. 

8. A wood-backed cork linoleum bulletin board makes 
a more permanent piece of equipment. Its initial 
cost, however, is more. 

A useful size for the bulletin board is three by five 
feet: 


II. ARRANGEMENT 


1. The bulletin board should be attractive enough to 
hold the attention. 

2. It should not have too much on it. 
at once are not grasped. 

3. The material should be arranged according to 
some definite plan. The bulletin board should not 
contain just a number of unrelated articles; it 
should be treated as a unit. 

4. While the bulletin board serves a utilitarian pur- 
pose, a definite effort should be made to keep it 
artistic. 

5. Not too many colors should be used at once; 
those selected should harmonize. 

6. Keep a balance of emphasis. 

7. The margin at the bottom of the board should be 
larger than that at the top. 

8. All lettering or printing should be large enough so 
that its message can be read easily. Lettering 
should be correct, simple and neat. 


Many ideas 
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(Continued on Page 32) 
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UNCLE MISSIONARY 
wirtes AGAIN 


Dear Friends: 


About ten years ago a little boy named Sammy 
Nichols was closely watching a workman setting up a 
Hammond Organ in a church in British Guiana. Sammy 
was fifteen years old and the church is two hundred years 
old this year. It is the Lutheran Church in New Am- 
sterdam in British Guiana. Sammy loved music. His 
favorite occupation was playing the piano or the organ. 
But he had never played a Hammon Organ. He asked 
permission to try out the Hammond Organ. He said: 
“Will I break anything if I play it the wrong way?” 
“No, you won't break anything, but you will make a 
horrible sound if you play it the wrong way.” Sammy 
took his seat at the organ and in about one hour he had 
mastered the technique and was able to play beautifully. 
Every minute he was working out new combinations to 
the delight of those who quietly came in to listen. 


Sammy came into the missionary household when he 
was a little boy eight years of age. No one knew where 
this cheerful, smiling little colored boy came from. He 
had no home and he knew nothing about father or 
mother. He was a just a homeless, helpless waif and he 
suddenly appeared at the missionary’s door and wanted 
some work. Sammy was kindly treated in the mission- 
ary’s home. He responded to kind treatment. He be- 
came very useful and helpful in many ways. He loved 
to help the missionary lady dust the piano because he 
wanted to hear the sound of the keys when he touched 
them. The missionary lady played a hymn for him and 
told him he could try it if he wished to. So he tried and 
to everybody’s surprise Sammy was playing simple tunes 
in only a few days. Then the missionary lady began 
teaching him the regular way. At twelve years of age he 
was playing very well and soon became the organist of 
the church, a position which he has held ever since. 


Today Sammy is a grown-up man. He is a music 
teacher. To his recitals hundreds of people come to ad- 
mire the fine performance of his many pupils. He holds 
a certificate from the London School of Music and his 
pupils win the highest prizes at the many musical con- 
tests which the people of New Amsterdam love. 


The missionaries in British Guiana have a very 
busy time of it. There is one missionary family, man and 
wife, and there is another missionary man, and two pas- 
tors born in British Guiana and trained in the United 
States. Besides this there are thirty-four workers such 
as teachers, and evangelists, and helpers, and all born and 
educated in British Guiana. In their care they have 
twelve congregations and twelve additional preaching 
places where they have Sunday Schools and services and 
sometimes confirmation classes, and regular week-day 
schools conducted by the Mission. 


This total of twenty-four places where our Christian 
work goes on means that it is impossible for a person 
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to live anywhere along the coast for a distance of a hun- 
dred miles without being able to reach a Lutheran con- 
gregation or preaching place if the desire is present. 
That stretch of territory is from the capital city, George- 
town, to the border of Dutch Guiana and it is the center 
of the population in British Guiana. Besides this there 
is an extensive Christian work as far as human beings 
live along the Berbice River and for thirty miles up the 
Demerara River. Six new buildings were erected in the 
Mission during the past year including schools and 
teachers’ houses and chapels. 


All this means that our mission work in British 
Guiana is prospering and expanding. It will be interest- 
ing to watch this development in the near future. We 
should pray for the work and for the missionaries and 
ask God to help them solve all their problems in a happy 
way. 

Sincerely yours, 
UNCLE MISSIONARY 
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FROM A MARINE 


“T received the May-June issue of the Iowa Index 
and it was swell to read about the plans for the 39th 
Annual Convention of the Luther League of Iowa. I 
have attended every convention from the year at Mason 
City to the last one at Cedar Rapids, which was a won- 
derful one. I cannot be there this year in person but 
I will be thinking of my many League friends at that 
time. 


“Although the fight may at times seem hard to keep 
your home Leagues going, give it all you have and 
hold up the Light of God. That is what we are doing, 
holding on and following that light. We are fighting to 
keep alive the freedom that enables you to gather as the 
Luther League of Iowa. 


“Your convention theme, ‘Living Prayerfully’, may 
not have a very victorious feeling or effect on you. But 
just stop and think that if the men over here weren't 
living prayerfully, we wouldn't go far. Give out and 
work for your Leagues so that they may keep going 
and do the work of the Church as God has planned. You 
are all soldiers of God. We are soldiers of His also 
but now we are doubling up and are not only soldiers 
for Him but for our country. 


“May God watch over and protect you as He watches 
and protects Christian followers who are away from 
their homeland. ‘Hello’ to all the Leaguers of Iowa. 

“As ever, 

A Leaguer and Follower of Christ, 
(Signed) TOM LUNDELL” 


Pfc. Thomas F. Lundell, U. S. M. C. 
Special Weapons Group, Btry. K. 
2nd Airdrome Battallion 

% Fleet Post Office 

San Francisco, California 
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MONG tthe prophetic voices urging Americans 

to think and act now regarding the kind of peace 

and postwar world which they want, none is 
- clearer or more convincing than that of Minne- 
He is being eagerly 
heard by groups and organizations of thoughtful peo- 
ple throughout the country. His ideas are influencing 
congressional opinion and are an important factor in 
recent significant Senate proposals. 

Thoughtful Christian leaders take heart on hearing 
Governor Stassen’s message, for it is grounded in deep 
religious convictions. Long an active member of the 
Riverview Baptist Church of St. Paul, Governor Stassen 
is now identified in a unique way also with the whole 
Christian education movement. He was recently elected 
president of the International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation through which the Protestant churches coopera- 
tively develop and promote their educational programs 
for 140,000 local churches. Under his leadership and on 
the basis of specific proposals which he has made, the 
Council is directing its energies and resources toward a 
broad program of education for enduring peace and a 
Christian world order. 

But what are some of these ideas which so challenge 
the thinking of political and religious leaders alike? The 
following conversation sets them out under several major 
questions. 


sota’s dynamic young governor. 


Can Peacemaking Wait? 

“Governor Stassen, why are you so interested in 
stimulating our people now to think about the peace and 
the postwar world? Why not let this go until the war 
is won?” 

“Because peacemaking does not wait. Peace takes 
form while the war is still being fought. When the 
war is over, the basis of peace will have already become 
rigid. There will be conditions set and commitments 
made which cannot then be changed. The peace is being 
formed right now in attitudes taken and decisions made 
from week to week.” 

“That being true, Governor, then current trends in 


American public opinion are very important. As you 
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Spiritual Foundations © 
Enduring Peace 


An Interview of Governor Harold ie Stassen of Minnesota 


By HARRY C. MUNRO 


sense these trends in the public mind, do they endanger 
America’s place in the postwar world order?” 

“No, I would say current trends in public opinion 
are very favorable to the kind of peace which will en- 
dure. The American people are thinking of something 
more than the defeat of Hitler and Tojo. They are look- 
ing toward a real advance of mankind in keeping with 
the fundamental principles of religion.” 


What Are Minimum Essentials of Enduring Peace? 

“Tf we are to have a peace which endures, Gover- 
nor, what are some of the minimum essentials upon which 
it must be based?” 

“One essential is that our own country shall partici- 
pate fully in establishing and in maintaining a world 
order which can insure peace. The United States is in 
such a relatively favorable position with respect to eco- 
nomic resources, production facilities, and man power 
that a stable world order can hardly be developed with- 
out us. 

“The emphasis in this world order which is now 
coming into being must be upon human rights rather 
than upon nation’s rights. If it be an attempt merely 
to tie together certain governments as such, then it is 
not on solid foundations. It is the people of the world 
who must be united, safeguarded, and provided for, not 
merely the governments.” 

“What are some of these human rights which must 
be assured?” 

“The minimum human rights are freedom to wor- 
ship, the liberation of enslaved peoples, and the safe- 
guarding of all minorities from persecution. These rights 
must be secured and safeguarded for people everywhere 
or they are not assured on an enduring basis for people 
anywhere.” 

“How can such rights be preserved throughout the 
world?” 

“There must be developed a new level of govern- 
ment on a world-wide scale. The government will not 
regulate the internal affairs of the various nations. It 
will, however, have authority with respect to acts of 
nations or of any groups of nations which vitally affect 
the welfare of peoples in other nations or of humanity 
as a whole. It must see that international relations are 
just and orderly, and that no nation operates in an ir- 
responsible and independent manner infringing upon 


the rights of peoples not represented in its national 
goverment.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The Luther League of America’s New Missionary Project 


$10,000 Library Fund for the Motherhouses 
at Philadelphia and Baltimore 


the Church in four different ways: First, a pro- 

portion (.0245) of the benevolence dollar; second, 
’ income from endowments; third, special gifts 
trom persons and organizations; fourth, nominal fees 
paid by congregations and institutions served by deacon- 
esses. Through their special gifts up to the present time 
the Women’s Missionary Society 
and the Children of the Church 
have rendered valuabte aid in this 
work. It is now the Luther 
League’s privilege to share sub- 
stantially in this important work. 


QO Lutheran Deaconess Work is supported by 


One of the most important 
features of our Motherhouses is 
the Training School of each. 
Here the young women who of- 
fer themselves, either as candi- 
dates for the Diaconate or for 
further preparation for Christian 
service, receive their training to 
go out into our parishes, our mis- 
sion fields, and our church insti- 
tutions. Our Training Schools 
at Philadelphia and Baltimore 
provide a well-rounded course of 
study under qualified teachers. 
Methods of instruction suited to 
higher education are employed. 
Textbook study, attendance at 
lectures, library research, and 
clinical experience are required 
of all who enroll. 


Being institutions of higher 
Christian education our Mother- 
houses must have the best pos- 
sible in modern library equip- 
ment. Their shelves must be 
well-stocked with books of refer- 
ence as well as with volumes of 
current interest. For some years 
now the libraries of our two in- 
stitutions have been enlarging 
their number of volumes by the 
purchase of a few new books 
each year, but the expansion has not been able to keep 
apace the need, due to inadequate funds being available 
for the purpose. As a result, students have frequently 
had to go to public libraries to consult the volumes they 
needed, thus consuming time and energy which could 
have been better spent at the Training Schools them- 
selves. This has been a real handicap. 


This handicap is about to be removed through the 
gift which The Luther League of America proposes to 
make for this purpose. Those in charge of the work are 
very much gratified that a $10,000 Library Fund for Dea- 
coness Training Schools will be raised in the bi-ennium 
1943-1945. This money will be invested by the Board of 
Deaconess Work and the income from it given annually 
to the two schools, the one at Philadelphia and the other 


at Baltimore. 


The students, those taking deaconess training and 
those pursuing the Christian workers’ course, in addition 


SISTER MILDRED WINTER 


Field Secretary 
Board of Deaconess Work, U. L. C. A. 


to their classroom and library work, engage in visiting 
educational, social and church agencies and institutions; 
teaching in church schools, teacher training classes, cate- 
chetical classes, conducting Lenten services for women, 
conducting weekday schools of religion, conducting Morn- 
ing Prayers and Vespers among the Sisters and students, 
visiting in hospitals and homes for the aged, and co-op- 
erating in Social Service Work, 
etc. The training of young wo- 
men for the Diaconate includes 
three years of preparation, with 
part-time practical experience in 
the third year. Near the end of 
the first year’s training the candi- 
date is invested with the garb 
and is then addressed as Sister. 
This marks the transition from 
the first to the second stage of 
preparation, from Candidate to 
Probationer. Following the three 
years’ training, Probationers are 
assigned to specific fields of 
service. Then after several years 
of actual experience and upon 
approval by the Board of Dea- 


coness Work of The United 
Lutheran Church in America, 
they are consecrated as dea- 
conesses. 


The training of young women 
for Christian service other than 
that of the deaconess includes 
two years of classroom work. 
Upon completion of their courses 
they receive certificates and are 
then considered ready for full- 
time work in the Church. 


There is a great need for many 
more young women who will of- 
fer themselves for such full-time 
Christian service. Especially is 
this true of the multiplication of 
calls from the Church for the 
services of deaconesses. The sup- 
ply has not been adequate to 
meet the demand. The Board of Deaconess Work has 
recently mapped out a new program for enlisting the in- 
terest of qualified young women and for bestirring the 
interest of the whole Church in the work of finding and 
training deaconesses. 


Sister Mildred Winter, who has had a fine record 
as parish deaconess in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Wil- 
liamsport, Pa., has recently been selected by the Board 
to serve as Field Secretary. She has already entered upon 
her work with enthusiasm and is receiving many invita- 
tions to visit congregations, conferences and conventions 
of various kinds in order to present the work. Luther 
Leagues, local, district and state and synodical, are in- 
vited to avail themselves of her services in connection 
with the presentation of the deaconess cause before the 
youth of the Church. 


Sister Mildred’s address is: 
Philadelphia 30, Pennsylvania. 


2100 S. College Avenue, 


Student—Teachers Weekday Church School, 
Baltimore Motherhouse 


ba timore 
otherhouse 


The Baltimore Motherhouse and Training School occupies a commanding 
situation on a beautifully landscaped knoll. June 10, 1911, was 
this building’s dedication date. 


Chapel interior, Baltimore Motherhouse 


Student Group, Baltimore Motherhouse and Training School 


Luther League Missionary Project, 1943-1945 


Some of the dispensary patients treated by the Philadelphi 
s y phia Bus a r 7 
eee ee he nie usy at Church art needlework 


Philade phia 
Mlotherhouse 


The Philadelphia Motherhouse, Mary J. Drexel Home for the Aged, and 
the Children’s Hospital. This imposing building was erected in 
1886 through the generosity of Mr. John D. Lankenau. 


Deaconesses nurse and care for children in Children’s At work in the Library—Philadelphia Deaconess Motherhouse 


Hospital of Mary J. Drexel Home 


) Library Fund For Philadelphia and Baltimore Motherhouses 


SISTER ANNA EBERT 
Directing Sister of the Mary J. Drexel Motherhouse 


Phiiadelphia, Penna. 


SISTER MARTHA HANSEN 


Directing Sister of the Baltimore Motherhouse 
Baltimore, Maryland 


SUGGESTIONS 


For Missionary Day Service 


Promotion 


Read article in December 1943 “Luther League Re- 
view” by Ernestine Sammons Jones about promoting the 


missionary project. Follow the suggestions through. 
Plan the service carefully, thoughtfully, prayerfully. 


Publicize the service by special announcements, in- 
vitations attractively arranged, news items and conversa- 
tion. 


Materials 


Missionary Day Service. Luther League of America, 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


The January 19, 1944 issue of “The Lutheran”. See 
the Young People’s page. 


Write the Board of Deaconess Work, 2500 West 
North Avenue, Baltimore 16, Md., for the following 
pamphlets: 


The Diaconate. 
So You Are Going To Be—A Deaconess. 
A Deaconess Catechism. 


Copies of Motherhouse Tidings and a folder on 
Deaconess Work can be ordered from the Lutheran 
Deaconess Motherhouse and Training School, 2500 West 
North Avenue, Baltimore 16, Md. 


From the Mary J. Drexel Home and Philadelphia 
Motherhouse of Deaconesses, 2100 South College Ave., 
Philadelphia 30, Pa., the following are available: 


Fifty Years Ago and Today. 

Messengers of Good Will. 

Seventy Years a Deaconess. 

Copies of the Deaconess Messenger of Philadelphia. 

Phoebe, Our Sister. 

Write the Women’s Missionary Society, 1228 Spruce 
St., Philadelphia 7, Penna., for 

Light Shining Through. 

In His Steps. 

Sister Elsie’s Children. 

Quarterly Visitor (Issue of April, May, June 1943). 


Speakers 


Sister Mildred Winter, Field Secretary, Board of 
DedconessmVWViork Wien len GaeAw 


Members of Board of Deaconess Work. 
Deaconesses in your own community. 


Others who have received training in the Deaconess 
Schools. 


Synodical and Conference Women’s Missionary Society 
Deaconess Secretaries. 


Others who have made special study of Deaconess Work. 


“oe . . . . . 
But how can such administration of international 
Justice and order be enforced?” 


“We must develop some kind of international police 
force which will support this system of international 
justice. While the development of international govern- 
ment may not necessarily follow the form in which the 
government of our own United States has grown, there 
are suggestive analogies as to the principles and prob- 
lems involved. True to American traditions, we may 
well champion such provision for the assurance and 
enforcement of international justice.” 


What Must We Sacrifice? 

“Tf world order cannot be established on an endur- 
ing basis without full American participation, does that 
mean that we Americans must be prepared to make 
sacrifices for the sake of such a peace?” 


“Yes, we will have to sacrifice that part of our 
national pride which is false and arrogant. But there 
will develop a finer, nobler kind of pride in our Ameri- 
can contribution toward world order and universal hu- 
man welfare. There will be a higher appreciation for 
and a deeper satisfaction in our American standard of 
living as, rising gradually, it elevates the world’s stand- 
ard of living to a more humane and decent level. 

“But as a matter of fact, no real sacrifice is involved. 
The alternative to international justice and world order 
is costly. We have experienced that alternative the last 
quarter of a century. Enlightened self-interest would 
cause us to prefer a gradual, orderly achievement of gen- 
eral human welfare to the cycle of world war... boom 

. depression . . . world war, which we are now so 
tragically completing. Any sacrifices we would make 
in the immediate postwar period would be like bread 
cast upon the waters which we will find after many days. 
After all, if we have sufficient enlightenment and suff- 
cient self-control to take the long look, the way of self- 
interest and the way of self-sacrifice are not so far apart.” 


What Place Has Religion? 

“That sounds very much like good preaching, Gover- 
nor. By the way, what is the place of religion in this 
whole matter?” 

“Religion is basic throughout. The foundations of 
enduring peace are more spiritual than political and eco- 
nomic. Unless the voice of Christ and His church is 
heard at the peace table, that peace will be futile and 
shortlived. The minimum essentials I have proposed are 
basically religious.” 

“But freedom of religion, Governor Stassen, means 
diversity of religion. With such diversity of belief and 
practice among religious people, how can religion serve as 
a unifying force?” 

“Tf we build the peace upon spiritual foundations, 
in keeping with the teachings of our religion, bearing in 
mind the equality of every man before his God, there 
will be no people in the world who will find themselves 
necessarily in conflict with it. As to other religions, we 
cannot and we must not seek to impose our faith on them 
by force or by act of government. It is not differences in 
religion we need to fear. There is in religion a common 
basis for peace. It is from the secular, materialistic con- 
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ception of life that the exploitation of peoples and the 
motives for conflict come.’ 


Principles or Blueprints? 

“T am interested, Governor Stassen, in your state- 
ment that the essentials of enduring peace are more 
spiritual than political and economic. Does that mean 
that we should stick to general religious principles and 
leave the blueprints for world order to the political and 
economic experts?” 


“You must not wholly separate them. In our religious 
teaching we should be very definite as to the principles 
underlying peace and world order. We should be sug- 
gestive as to the patterns by which these principles 
would work out: The principles mean little unless they 
are interpreted in terms of some definite patterns. But 
these same essential principles might be worked out 
through a variety of means. It may take one form in 
one country, and different forms in others. The church 
should be sure about the principles. It should not leave 
them in the abstract. It should illustrate their applica- 
tion in various ways. Thus the church can be wholly 
practical and yet not get itself identified exclusively with 
one or another political or economic expedient.” 


“Thank you, Governor Stassen. I see now why you 
are so deeply concerned with a truly educational ap- 
proach to these problems that you can give time and 
thought out of an exceedingly crowded schedule of re- 
sponsibilities to the active presidency of the International 
Council of Religious Education. Our churches will gain 
from your leadership not only new courage for their 
educational task in this crucial day but clarity of pur- 
pose and effectiveness in approach as they teach the 
spiritual bases of enduring peace.” 
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Thinking About Peace ? 
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Materials Available Free 


“BRINGING IN THE PEACE” POSTER 
11 x 17 inches 
Clip Sheet on the Theme 
(Useful as Thought Starters) 
A Service Based on the Theme 
(Quantity Very Limited) 
A Bibliography on Peace 
(Includes Pamphlets and Books) 


Write 
LUTHER LEAGUE HEADQUARTERS 


1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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HOW DO YOU PRAY? 
(Continued from Page 3) 


One weekday on business at the church office I 
chanced to go through the auditorium. A man in over- 
alls knelt at the front, earnestly murmuring words I 
could not hear. When he finished and turned I was sur- 
prised to see he was the caretaker. “How is it you were 
praying now?” I asked. “Oh,” he said, “I’m too busy 
on Sundays, and with three sons in the Service there’s 
plenty to talk over with God. I can’t clearly say what 
I want except alone like this.” 


Prayer in Church 
In church the most impressive, perhaps the most 
effective, prayer period is the one of silence. At the 
evening service the last notes of the organ and choir 
tremble toward the arches, the lights go out and in the 
serene darkness, each with individual desires, yet united 
in faith, we pray. You can’t help but pray, somehow. It 
is for this quiet atmosphere that churches should be 
open for any who want to pray at any time—not be- 

cause church is the only place to pray. 


The last and ultimate outward sign of prayer is in 
kneeling. In this position you must forfeit some of your 
pride, some of your ego, and that isn’t easy to do. But 
when you do kneel, humbleness, contrition and finally 
worship will come. You can’t be stubborn and selt- 
willed when you slip to the floor. The act itself makes 
you acknowledge God’s will. Kneeling is an attitude of 
submission and obedience. It is not debasing, but a 
wonderful privilege, to kneel to One we love and One 
who loves us. On those occasions when you kneel in 
prayer you have a precious sanctification—a satisfaction, 
an adoration which seldom comes in the press of worldly 
events.—“Lookout” 


one, don’t miss it this year. 


“CHRISTMAS VENTURES IN LEARNING AND LIVING?” is the Foreign Mission theme for 1943- 
1944. Appropriate books are suggested for each age-group. 


405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce Street 


of your pastor as to whether and when it will be held. Many such are now being planned. 


Second, carefully plan and boost your Luther League’s Mission Study Class. 


TIME in the United Lutheran Church. Why not take up the study with your group at that time? 


“THE CHURCH AND AMERICA’S PEOPLES” is the HOME MISSION theme for 1943-944. Ap- 


propriate texts are available for each age-group. 


in our Church. Why not plan now to make a special study of this theme at that time? 


For further information write THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


JANUARY FUN FROLIC 
(Continued from Page 6) 


each now finds himself the exaggerated opposite of what 
he was before—for example: 
1. I am as solemn as an owl. 
2. I begin every remark with “You do not have to 
listen to this if you prefer not to.” 
3. I speak in a loud, platform voice and use the 
longest words I know. 
4. I agree with everybody, interrupting them con- 
stantly to tell them so. 
5. I detest dogs and don’t care who knows it. 
6. Nothing interests me. I’m bored stiff. 
7. I ask everybody’s advice and then the advice of 
others on the advice last given me. 


8. I never say a word, nodding and shaking my 
head when necessary. 

9. I look at the world through rosy glasses. 

10. I gossip about my neighbors every minute—espe- 


cially present company. 

Wishes is an enjoyable good-night game. Guests 
line up for the Grand March, wearing paper hats and 
jingling bell-trimmed souvenirs that you have given 
them. Then, to the tune of “Jingle Bells”, they march 
through the rooms, singing: 


“Wishing you, wishing you, 
Wishing you, old dear, 

The wish that you are wishing me 
‘Happiness all year!’ 

Wishing you, wishing you, 
Wishing you, I say, 

Health and work and friendship, too, 
And good times every day!” 


—Taken from ‘‘The Country Gentleman’’ 


IPS TIME TO STUDY MISSIONS! 


First, support with your regular presence your congregation’ss SCHOOL OF MISSIONS. 


Inquire 


, 


If you have never held 


January is FOREIGN MISSION 


February ii AMERICAN MISSIONS TIME 


Philadelphia 7, Penna. 
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Senior and Young People’s Topics 


Senior Topics For January 
THEME:—" First Things First” 


January 2, 1944 
Second Sunday after Christmas 
CHRIST FIRST 
Philippians 3:7-14 
Rey. Luther Bealer, Lebanon, Pa. 
Someone has called Paul’s letter to the Philippians 
a “Song in the Night”. From the midst of the dungeon 
darkness of his Roman prison comes heartening words of 
the joy that he finds in Christ. This forced imprison- 
ment has given the Apostle ample opportunity to reflect 
and to make a statement as to the importance he at- 
taches to his own life and teachings up to the time of 
this writing. 
Orderly Lives 
Mind specialists tell us that a human being is a 
very complicated unit. There are all kinds of influences 
that go together to make us what we are—our thoughts, 
emotions, impressions, experiences, interests, etc. These 
same specialists also tell us that when a human being 
gets what we say “on the wrong track” the proper bal- 
ance has been upset within the person. It therefore 
seems to follow that a person must live a well-balanced 
life, giving proper attention to things in the order of 
their importance. The entire creation of God is a demon- 
stration of this orderliness. Everything is in its proper 
place in its proper proportion. There must be sunshine 
and rain. When the balance is upset the result is floods 
and draught. There must be healthy plants and animals. 
When the balance is upset the result is disease and death. 
There must be healthy minds and souls in the highest 
of God’s creation, man. When man is off balance the 
result is sin, unhappiness, misery, mental illness, crime, 
etc. 
Paul’s Past Life 
Listen to Paul as he reviews his life in his prison 
cell. He states that he counts all his former gains but 
loss. His past life before knowing and accepting Christ, 
was no doubt a successful one. There had been many 
personal gains and honors. According to the world’s 
standards of success, he was considered an outstanding 
man even before he had accepted Christ. Yet he clearly 
states here that he counted these former gains but losses. 
And this is his conclusion after he has weighed his past 
life, Christless as it was, against his life after Christ 
had come in. That is just where any young person, who 
has for himself discovered and accepted Christ, will 
come out in the end after thinking things over. 


Paul’s New Life 
But, this conclusion does not begin to satisfy the 
Christ-enlightened heart of Paul, throbbing for activity 
within his prison confines. He looks ahead. Forgetting 
what lies behind, he is determined to push ahead toward 
the high calling in Christ Jesus. This is as far as we 


JANUARY, 1944 


need to go. Here stated simply is the way any young 
man or young woman gets ahead. Forgetting the past 
and pushing on into the uncharted future. When we live 
in the past we have become old-aged mentally—no longer 
capable of very much except coasting along on the spent- 
out wave of past successes. 


Christ-centered Life 

At this point Paul comes right out and shows us 
how to straighten things out. A life to be successful, 
in the true sense of the word, must be Christ-centered. 
The wisdom of this conclusion becomes more forcible 
the more it is considered. If a man must have a center 
in his life and thoughts, what is the best available? If 
man must have a central motive to inspire him to daily 
living, what will fit best into his need? If man must have 
certain ingredients that go into his personal make-up to 
control his actions, what can he find? If man needs 
something to give balance to his life and personality, 
what is most certain to give it to him? Paul says cer- 
tainly and without hesitation that life must be Christ- 
centered. And who would disagree? Life must be cen- 
tered on something. If not Christ, it may be self with 
the devastating personality maladjustments. It may be 
pleasure with its resulting sin and uselessness. It may 
be one of any number of things which we see about us 
along with their resulting tragedy. 


Christ-controlled Life 

The beginning of any well-ordered life is in Christ. 
But the beginnings are just that. With Christ firmly 
secured within the center of life we launch out. Before 
long we are confronted with the problem of holding on. 
To maintain the proper balance requires that we must 
also continue in Christ. Christ at the center must be 
allowed to run out lines of influence to all our thinking, 
emotions, interests, actions, etc. Then our well-ordered 
life also gets to mean a well-controlled life. Any well- 
ordered business institution is a well-controlled one—one 
in which the controlling factor at the head exerts his 
influence through all the branches. So in life. 


Christ must be in the driver’s seat. With Him at the 
controls life takes on a different meaning. Many of us 
sing the hymn, “Take My Life and Let It Be’. That 
is as far as we go sometimes. We give our life to Christ 
and then ask Him to leave it alone. We should be will- 
ing to go all the way. We must let Him take our 
lives and then permit them to be and do something for 
Him. 

Christ Perfected Life 

The result of this Christ control in our lives is 
Christ perfection. With Christ there in the center, given 
first place at all times, we are bound to get results. 
Life will march on day by day in an orderly procession, 
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Chrirt first. Then it is not long before we discover that 
when Christ is put first all else falls into its proper place 
in good order. We find that our daily life hums along 
like a well-tuned motor. Our thoughts are tempered 
by the wisdom of Christ. Our emotions become more 
stable. Our interests enter new channels. We even live 
a little differently. Now Christ-likeness becomes a part 
of us. 

Christ perfection is just another way of saying that 
we have learned to live our religion. What a tremendous 
influence the Church could be if its members really lived 
their religion. Until our Christianity reaches this point 
it has not become a vital force. We use it to dispel fear. 
We may profess to be religious because it seems the 
proper thing to do. We may be active in religious affairs 
for the sake of personal satisfaction. Or it may be the 
glory of position or praise of men. Over these sharp 
points our religion becomes short circuited, never reach- 
ing the goal in view. 

Christ Atoned Life 

The aim of Paul is to be Christ-atoned. Being at 
one with Christ is the final goal in the life of a Christ- 
centered individual. Here the human heart has come so 
close to the love of Christ that it takes on similarity. 
A truly Christian character emerges. Every trait of per- 
sonality is a reflection of the goodness of Christ. Every 
act and deed is in accordance with Christ’s teachings. 
Perhaps you know one of those rare individuals who is 
just different than most folks. They seem to have 
gotten something out of life, and they put something 
into life which is rare. For them life is full and deep. 
Sincere joy takes the place of frivolous hilarity. There 
is no need to escape the drudgery of daily living because 
there is no drudgery. There are no troubles because they 
all dissolve in His presence. There are no worries be- 
cause wotry is not known to those who have found 
Christ. The new man has indeed made his appearance! 
Until we ourselves have reached this point our Chris- 
tianity is limping along feebly. 

This is as far as Paul goes in his prison reflection. 
And this is far enough. Beyond this point no one ever 
need go. From here on out all things go smoothly. Life 
must have its first, second, and thirds. The art of suc- 
cessful living is a matter of putting first things first. 
Paul tells us that there is only one possible first. That 
is Christ. He urges us to forget the past. Push into the 
future. Build the structure of your life around Christ. 
Let all hinge on Him. Then with Him firmly entrenched 
in the center, let him grasp the outer edges and mold 
our lives according to His will. And sure enough we will 
find that we are moving toward oneness with Him. We 
will emerge from the darkness of our past blindness 
into the new light of life that is Christ centered, Christ 
controlled, Christ perfected, and Christ atoned. 


xk kk 
January 9, 1944 


First Sunday after the Epiphany 


RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE RICHES 
Matthew 6:19-33 
Rev. H. Jacob Swingle, Orrville, Ohio 


A typical American saying is “You can’t take it 
will you”. Though a comedy has been written with these 
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words as its title, there is a serious implication in the 
idea which this saying conveys. Though material things 
must be left behind at the time of death, there is some- 
thing which may not be taken from those who possess 
it, not even by death. Yet so very many persons attempt 
to face life without this eternal possession, which is the 
Kingdom of God. When we speak to them of righteous- 
ness, they are willing only to “think it over’. Conse- 
quently, when the test comes, be it some trying expe- 
rience, some cross to bear, or death to face, they are 
totally unprepared. They may have worldly weath but 
in times of crisis, riches may utterly fail to be of any 
help. 
The Need for Security in Life 

This phrase may at first sound rather unappealing 
to carefree youth. But therein lies one of the reasons 
for its importance to young people. When the moment 
for writing an examination paper actually arrives, the 
anxious, fearful person is the one who is unprepared, for 
he knows that he may not trust the few fleeting impres- 
sions which he retains to prevent him from failing. On 
the other hand, that same boy or girl might have been 
at ease had he or she had the foresight and willingness 
to seek for and to review the most important things of 
the course. Too many of us have this bad habit of al- 
lowing ourselves to be insecure in the course of life be- 
cause we have not steeled ourselves by faith in things 
eternal. Too many put riches before righteousness. 


“Out of the Depths” 

Many young persons are ambitious to become rich. 
Yet no matter how many riches we may accumulate, 
they are no guarantee of happiness. Mr. Andrew Car- 
negie, in writing to a London newspaper, declared that 
the advantages of wealth are trifling. He says, “Beyond 
a competence for old age, which need not be great and 
may be small, wealth lessens rather than increases, hu- 


man happiness. Millionaires who laugh are rare.”— 
(Hallock) 


The truth is that there are deep places in life 
through which every human being must go. No one is 
able to pass all the way through life without facing 
the moment when he should raise the cry of the psalm- 
ist, “Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord”. 
But does he pray thus? Or is he resentful when he 
meets financial losses, sickness, pain and sorrow? When 
these come, often the cross may not be taken away by 
any amount of money or wealth in any material form. 
There is no help to be found, oftimes, except in prayer. 
The experience of the psalmist comes to every man, a 
time when he must cry “out of the depths”, to God. 


What is the Solution? 

The answer is simply this: “Put first things first”. 
Christ does not forbid the possession of worldly goods. 
What He wants us to see is that all material goods are 
insecure. They may be taken away from us. 


Naturally we have to plan our meals, buy our clothes, 
save for a rainy day. We may buy life insurance. When 
we have done these things, then we ought not to worry. 

Christ wants us to remember that happiness is found 
when we “seek first the kingdom of God and His right- 
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eousness”. Then, He tells us, all things of secondary im- 


portance shall also be given unto us as we have need 
of them. 


We are to trust in God’s providential care, even in 
the outward things of life. At least three-fourths of all 
the events that we worry about never happen. You may 
have heard of the man who said, “I have lived a long 
time, and have had many troubles, most of which never 
happened”. Likewise, so many of us spend our energy 
in worry over matters which are of no consequence. 


We need not worry. We need not be filled with 
cares and anxieties. God’s children must be free from 
these. We are to do our daily work in trustfulness and 
in confidence. We are to make the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness our first concern. 


Good Stewards 


How shall we use our earthly possessions? We are 
to regard ourselves as stewards, entrusted with God’s 
possessions. One’s material wealth need not hinder any- 
one from enjoying the more abundant life. It is said 
that when Mr. Rockefeller and Mr. Carnegie became 
wealthy, they called in experts to advise them how to use 
their fortune so that it would do the most good for hu- 
manity. During his lifetime, Mr. Carnegie gave $350,- 
000,000, retaining $50,000,000 for himself and family. 
His largest contribution was made in the field of educa- 
tion, although he had had very little formal schooling 
himself. He also gave many pipe-organs, and gave to the 
public 2,811 libraries in the English-speaking world, 
1,946 of which were in the United tates. 


Mr. Stanford is another man whose life story reveals 
that he was a good steward. He was the father of a 
small boy whom he loved very much. The little son 
became ill. His physician prescribed a certain climate 
which he believed must be sought for the boy in order 
that he might recover. The family traveled to a section 
of Italy where the conditions of the climate were such 
as the doctor had ordered that the boy might became 
strong again. But in the course of time, the boy’s con- 
dition became worse. This wealthy man would have 
given his entire fortune if he could have saved his little 
boy from the clutch of death. But he could not save 
bim. With the loss of his son weighing heavily on this 
father’s mind, he returned to America. The course of 
his life was now changed. He sought ways to forget his 
loss. Finally, he planned to dedicate his wealth to the 
good of mankind. The result of his planning was the 
erection of Stanford University, where, through the years, 
thousands of men and women may secure the advantages 
of higher education. Surely Mr. Stanford found deep 
satisfaction in the proper use of the possessions God had 
entrusted to him. 


We are not possessors of great fortunes, perhaps, 
but we may possess riches which we are never able 
fully to appreciate, the riches of the Kingdom of God. 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
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January 16, 1944 
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
PURITY BEFORE PLEASURE 
I Corinthians 6:15-20 
Rev. Gibert B. Goodman, Concord, N. C. 

“First things first” well might be our opening thought 
as we dwell upon the fact that purity comes before 
pleasure. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you”, said Jesus. Yes, ’tis true; if we seek first God's 
kingdom in all its purity and truth, then all the other 
things we need and desire, including true pleasures, are 
assured us. We need only to go to God’s Word, and to 
seek out true Christians in their daily life to confirm 
this fact. 

Fleeting Pleasure 
A poet once said: 
“Pleasure, like the flower, 
Frail and fleeting ever; 
Now decks the bower; 
Now ‘tis gone forever.” 

These words, in a sense, describe the elusiveness of 
pleasure and its frail and fleeting moments. We all 
seek pleasure, relaxation, freedom from the serious and 
solemn cares of the world. Often we grasp at almost 
anything that will bring a period of pleasure. So many 
people are anxious for this that they become very care- 
less and reckless in the pursuit of those things that will 
give them a good time. So anxious are they for this 
that they forget the foundation of true happiness and real 
pleasure. 

“Enjoy present pleasures in such a way as not to 
injure future ones” are the words of a philosopher of 
old. Yet, as we live daily, we find that pleasure is some- 
thing that is gained in so many different ways by so 
many different people. Too, so many are dissatisfied in 
their search for pleasure, either because they do not 
know how to use it, or else that pleasure is not worth 
the effort to attain it. 

You and I know that life made up of just pleasure 
is worthless and unsatisfactory. The reason for this is 
that pleasure in itself is not just an end, but a means 
to an end. However, too many people make it the 
former—an end in itself. That explains why, for so many 
people, life is a complete disappointment and frustration. 


Pure Motives 

Since life as a whole, therefore, is not made up of 
pleasure, or a group of pleasures—speaking in a mate- 
rial sense—we may find that it is made up of pure 
motives from which spring real and lasting pleasures. 

Jesus said: “Blessed are the pure in heart”. Blessed 
are they whose hearts are pure—purified through the 
cleansing influence of Christ Himself. This is the basis 
of pure motives in the Christian’s life. 

“Thou shalt not commit adultery’, says the Sixth 
Commandment—the Commandment that strictly adheres 
to purity and which, if followed, compels purity of 
motive and life in the individual. 

Pure motives reach out and govern the whole life. 
The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Philippians in- 
cluded ‘whatsoever things are pure” in his great list 
of “things” to be seriously thought upon and pondered 
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over. Paul held high the torch of pure motives and 
purity in life as a “must” for every one of them who 
name the name of Christ. 


Purity, the Way to Real Pleasure 

Worldly pleasures deceive; they promise so much 
and give so little. Pleasures, based on immorality, drunk- 
enness and the like, take away instead of add to. Misery, 
instead of joy, is the result of the participation in such 
things. Those who seek pleasure in such a way, know 
little of the real joy that comes to those who seek their 
pleasure through purity of mind, body and spirit. Some- 
one has told us that most pleasures, like flowers, die 
when they are gathered. But those based on pure 
thoughts and words and deeds live on, and their memory 
is a precious treasure. 

Let us, through example, bring a contrasting pic- 
ture to bear upon this matter. Ed and Joe are great 
pals. Wherever one goes you see the other. You hardly 
ever see them at church, never at Luther League. On the 
other hand they do not miss the latest movie or the 
ball games. They even get to patronizing shady “joints” 
where the juke box, poker and dice games are played; 
beer is sold; evil men and women are there; coarse and 
filthy language is heard; wicked stories are told. In 
seeking pleasure in such a way without consulting their 
parents, pastor, or conscience, they soon became a part 
of the atmosphere. What is the result? Well, sooner 
or later, there is trouble brewing in such places; fights 
occur; the arm of the law strikes, and the true character 
and reputation of people found in such places are re- 
vealed. All of this takes place because of the fact that 
pleasure was sought at the expense of pleasure and 
Christian character. 

On the other hand, Robert and Bill, heeding the 
advice and warning of their parents and pastor, stay 
away from places of a suspicious nature. They have 
been told the difference between things pure and things 
indecent. They are so busy building themselves into 
lives of Christian manhood that they never once think 
of mingling with a crowd in a place that has an un- 
desirable reputation. They go regularly to Sunday 
School and Church; they read and study their Bibles; in 
Luther League and outstanding social groups they meet 
and associate with other young people of like minds. 
They get so much fun out of the pure nature of these 
things, that, to them, the only real pleasure is to be 
found there. It hurts them to miss Church or League; 
it hurts them to see so much ugliness in life about them 
but they do their best to counteract evil influences by 
setting the best example they possibly can in their as- 
sociations day by day. What is the result? 

They grow up to become leaders in their communi- 
ties; they take the forefront in the various church groups 
of their ages; they set the pace for those who are to 
follow them later in life. In and through all this, because 
they have put first things first, because they have en- 
deavored to be numbered among the pure in heart, they 
have gotten greater joy and pleasure by far than they 
would have gotten out of all the thrills that the world 
has to offer. It is true then that purity—pure thinking 
and living—lead to the real pleasures and treasures of life. 


Twenty-two 


The Great Lesson of All 

In and through all of these things which we have 
been studying here we see this fact: We must keep our- 
selves pure and in doing that the greatest pleasures of 
life are ours. 

In our Scripture lesson Paul asks: “Know ye not 
that your bodies are the members of Christ?” That 
is true and since it is we dare not use our bodies for 
impure pleasures or purposes for again Paul says, “Know 
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own? For ye are bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God’s.” 

Yes, truly, we must put purity before pleasure, busi- 
ness and all else in this physical life, and thus not only 
obey God but enjoy real pleasure to the fullest. 


January 23, 1944 
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 


OTHERS BEFORE SELF 
I Peter 4:8-10 


Rey. George Dietrich, Philadelphia, Pa. 


This will probably hurt just a bit! It comes pretty 
close to each of us—but that is the only way in which it 
can help us. It aims to strike right between the eyes— 
but only in order to help us see clearly. 


Two Words 

It will be instructive and interesting for us to build 
our thinking on this theme around two words. They 
are words whose origin lies in the dead Latin language, 
but they both are parts of our living language. They 
indicate the possibility of shaping two different worlds, 
depending on which of the two words you chose to em- 
phasize. We can’t live in this globe without rubbing 
shoulders with both of them, for they are the words 
“Bsoisme vands Altruism. 


The Word Man Emphasizes 

Human beings have a way of believing themselves 
to be very important. The “I”, called in Latin the “Ego”, 
seems to them to have overpowering significance. No 
wonder someone had to invent the name “Egoism”, which 
means “ . the striving to secure personal pleasure 
and advantage; the theory that happiness of self is the 
highest motive’. We don’t need the dictionary to tell 
us any more! 

The world of humans, of interest grcups, of nations, 
is saturated with the application of the word egoism. 
People seem to be out for what they can get for them- 
selves; they all seem to be “‘forget-me-nots”. The result 
of it all is a terrific melee in which bruised hearts and 
broken legs are inevitable products. Perhaps there is a 
great deal of truth in the thought that the most import- 
ant letter in the word “sin” is the “I”. I want to be 
heard, I want to be considered, I want to be first, I want 
to win, I want to have my way. The trouble is that we 
all say it together! 


The Word Christ Emphasizes 
Through the words and deeds of Jesus runs the 
theme of the other strange word “altruism”, derived from 
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the Latin word “alter”, meaning “the other’. Not once 
will you find the word altruism in the Bible, but its theme 
runs like a golden thread across every page. Jesus never 
lived alone, nor for Himself; He lived in relationships. 
These were always relationships to others—the sick, the 
sinful, the sorrowful, the hopeless ones. Think of the 
many times that Jesus gave evidence of His altruism— 
His deep interest in others. Think of the times He was 
willing even to suffer for the good of others. Think of 
the place which the Cross has in any sensible definition 
of the word “altruism”. 


Applying Christ’s Emphasis 

Clearly this is one of the hardest things for us to 
do. It is even difficult for us to give preeminence to 
others in our thinking. Yet our mental processes will 
have to be rearranged to comply with this goal. 

And after our thought-world has been reconstructed 
to make way for others, we shall have to move in that 
direction. So often our will seems to be anchored in our 
ego—in fact, a dutiful employee of it. 

To preserve the integrity of our personal Chris- 
tianity, we ought to apply the word “altruism” in all our 
contacts. When we complain about the heartache that 
is ours—what of the pain in the other’s heart? 

When there is a need in our own home—who knows, 
there may be a greater one in the home of the neighbor. 
When there is a discussion and you have a wonderful 
plan which seems best—your companion at the round 
table may have one of greater worth. When there is 
a line-up at the meat counter with its few bits of beef 
—perhaps you ought to let the wife of that worker go 
ahead. 

Carry this thought into your church life—and your 
church contributions! How utterly false it is for an 


established church to trumpet about its own needs, when 
the four corners of the world unite in a pleading quar- 


tette of “Come over and help us!” How completely off 
the track we are when we get so busy keeping our own 
church beautiful, that we are willing only to give the 
few soiled left-overs to other souls—still unsaved. Think 
on this the next time you fill your Sunday offering 
envelopes. 

Take it into your school life, which comprises such 
a wide share of your daily life. And think of the youth 
who went off to school, and heard as his mother’s part- 
ing words, the phrase: “Remember, my son, you are al- 
ways third”! When he arrived at college, he wrote upon 
a placard, “Wm thind?) and hung it up in) his! room: 
Naturally he was the butt of many wise remarks and 
facetious witticisms, but it wasn’t until the third month 
that he told his closest chum: “Now I have the courage 
to tell you what this means: God is first, others are sec- 
ond, and I am third”. It was a strange thing to carry 
into school life, where everyone wants to get ahead no 
matter what happens to others. It seems to have been 
Christ’s way, nevertheless! 


A New World 

It becomes ever clearer that only as we adopt this 
attitude which comes straight from the heart of Christ, 
can we create a new world. Without it, we shall fight 
a hundred wars, and die a thousand deaths. With it 
we shall concede, yes, gladly offer to every nation its 
share in the world’s wealth. Suppose that each nation, 
instead of grabbing for its own rights, were anxious in 
a fervent way to see to it that other nations received 
more than itself! Wouldn’t such rivalry—for it is that in 
an altruistic vein—be infinitely more sensible? 

It’s a big order—but it begins in a small sphere. The 
sphere of each one of us, who is willing to say to others: 
“T come after you!’”? And the order can be filled, if each 
of us learns to pray with a warm heart: “Lord, tone 
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down within me my ego, and help me to see the ‘alter’. 
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Young People’s Topics For January 


THEME: — “Background For Peace” 


The topics for January 9th, 16th, 23rd, February Gay, Ws, Asay, 
16th together constitute a fairly comprehensive study of war and peace. 
9th with the consideration of the racial and national roots of American : 
We are related in America, to nearly every country in Europe. 


from which our ancestors came. 


March 5th, 12th, 19th, April 
The series begins January 
life—the races and countries 


We 


are Europe’s children. January 16th points out the national backgrounds of our great Americans and 


notes something of their views on war and peace. Aine 
February of the causes and costs of war and the work of reconstruc- 
In March, America and war, the question of race equality, national and international 
fects war, culminating in the consideration of our 


Bible. Then the consideration in 
tion to follow. 


issues, how war affects education and education af 


next topic considers war and peace in the 


own attitude on war, with a Peace Pageant as the climax in April. 


January 2, 1944 
Seccend Sunday after Christmas 
BEHOLD I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW 
Revelation 21:1-7 
Rev. Musser D. White, Washington, D. C. 

We hear the Word of God, “Behold I am making 
all things new”. We listen to the voices of the world, 
the deep sound of bombs and guns, the voices of man 
preaching hatred, the cries of the wounded and starving. 
As we listen our thoughts must be, “Surely this is a 
strange way to make all things new”. Does His promise 
hold true today as it has in the past, or can we say that 
after all these years God has finally deserted His people 
in their follies? Our answer must come from our deep- 
rooted faith that God does work in mysterious ways His 
wonders to perform, but those wonders are performed. 

In nature we see yearly the process of the renewal of 
life. The storms of winter are just as necessary a part 
of the growing cycle as are the rains and sunshine of 
the summer. In our own lives we know that the times 
of trial are as necessary to growth as the times when 
all is tranquil. 


Preparation for Newness 

These new things of life, though, do not come and 
throw themselves in our laps. We must make ourselves 
ready to accept them or they will pass us by. The fields 
are prepared so that the most can be made of the snows 
of winter. Were they not ready only damage would 
result. The life that is not prepared to receive the rude 
shocks of adversity can and will be broken. We need 
not look far about us to see those who have already 
cracked under the strain of the life we are living today. 
God cannot give us His gifts unless we are eager to 
receive them. Our faith must be deep and strong to 


enable us to pierce the clouds and see beyond them the 
light of peace. 


Need for a New World 

There have always been new things needed in the 
world. The more inventions we have the greater be- 
comes the need for new ones. We read every day in our 
newspapers of the great new machines being invented 
for the art of making war. We marvel at the new plane 
that can fly higher than the reach of any of the guns 
existing. Then we read of the great new gun that has 
been developed to shoot it down. We look at these new 
things and proudly point to the progress we are making. 
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Are these inventions the new things we need in 
the world? Of course, we must keep pace with the 
rest of the nations that we might protect ourselves 
on the field of battle. We need the new inventions in 
the field of medicine that we might spare the lives of 
men so carelessly damaged in battle. We must learn 
new methods of construction that we can repair the 
damages being wrought all over the world. We will 
have new houses, new cities simply because the old are 
being destroyed. Many are these new things, but still 
we must ask the question, “Are these the new things 
God has promised?” Have we made sufficient use of 
the talent for living God has given us? It would seem 
not. So many of the advances we have made in the 
world have led only in the direction of destruction. Sure- 
ly God’s newness could not lead this way. 


God’s Newness 


The Word of God still stands. He is making all 
things new even in the world today. His is not the 
dictator’s way of force, but is rather the pleading way 
of the Shepherd leading His flock. The newness of God 
is the rebirth of thinking we must find if peace is to 
be a reality in the world of tomorrow. It is really not 
a new way, for Christ has been holding these principles 
before us through the centuries. It is new though, in 
that man has yet to try the way to perfect peace. 


It means we have to drive from our minds the 
hatreds for races and peoples. We must instead fill our 
thoughts with the love of mankind so vainly urged by 
our Saviour. It means that each of us must make Christ’s 
thoughts our own thoughts. We can’t expect His prin- 
ciples to become universal and still retain within our 
own lives the petty hatreds we like to foster. Until each 
person who claims the name of Christ takes upon him- 
self the principles of Christ as well as the name we can 


expect no greater things from the future than we have 
found in the past. 


Christ at the Peace Table 


Not long ago the Pope asked that he might be 
granted a place at the peace table that will determine 
the fate of the nations now engaged in this war. It is 
right that he should be there along with the representa- 
tives of the other great churches of the world. All of 


the churches should have a voice so that Christ through 
them can be heard. 
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This would indeed be new. Never yet has Christ 
been present in the voices of those who have decided the 
fate of the world at such conferences in the past. Never 
either, has there been a major peace conference that 
did not stir up hatreds that led to greater wars. It 
would be something new to have men decide that 
punishment was the wrong principle to use in bringing 
peace. This is th. newness that God has been offering 
us. It is true that it has never been tried. Other methods 
have been tried though, only to lead to failure. God is 
begging us to accept His way and try it. 


Who Is To Lead? 

This is the question we should ask. Will those 
outside the Church be anxious to try this newness of 
God? Will the dictators be willing to try it? We can 
easily answer these questions. Who, then, is to lead? 
It must be you and me. It must be every man, woman, 
and child who accepts the Saviour’s name. 


It means we must thrust aside the emotion that will 
lead us toward hatred and thoughts of revenge. It means 
each of us must truly live the principles we believe. We 
can’t be discouraged because we are a minority in the 
world, but we must make our living so strong that soon 
we will be a majority. 


Only when each one of us carries within his own 
heart the peace that passeth all understanding can we 
expect to have that peace in the world. When we find 
it for ourselves and spread it to others we will be help- 
ing God make all things new. God gives us the plan. 
Its working is up to each of us. Let us not fail Him. 
Let us be able to say with Him, “Behold I am making 
all things new”. 


KX. 


January 9, 1944 
First Sunday after the Epiphany 
ANCESTORS’ MEETING 
Zephaniah 2:10, 11 
Rev. Reginald E. Dozer, McKeesport, Pa. 


One of the things we need to appreciate more fully 
than we do is the significant part which those who 
founded the Church of Christ in our lands were playing 
in the advancement of the cause of peace among men. 
Maybe it has never occurred to us to think of their ef- 
forts in that light. Maybe we have never seen much of 
a connection between getting some people together into 
a fellowship where they would worship God, hear the 
Gospel preached and have the sacraments administered to 
them, and the being of a peacemaker. It’s true that 
such a connection hasn’t always been obvious. In fact, 
there have been times when the church-builders have 
seemed like anything but the bringers of peace, for the 
records of their struggles for the establishment of Chris- 
tian congregations and communities have dark accounts 
of conflicts and strife between one group and another, 
one denomination and another, and even one church 
father and another. We might as well be honest—all the 
“blood, sweat and tears” of our fathers in the faith 
didn’t immediately result in little colonies of folks liv- 
ing at peace and with good-will toward each other and 
their neighbors. 
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Yet it was the making for peace. Call the roll of 
the pioneer preachers and laymen and missionaries and 
teachers and martyrs; list the heroes of the Gospel, the 
frontiersmen, the trail blazers, the saints; and over their 
names you can accurately inscribe the words, “The 
Peacemakers”. The fact that the records show their 
efforts and labors not always turning out into something 
ideal and perfect over night, is simply another illustra- 
tion that this business of getting peace and good-will 
among men isn’t as simple and shallow and as short- 
term a business as some try to make it out. This task 
runs deep, deeper than our ideas go, deeper than our 
knowledge goes, deeper even than our ideals—as deep 
as the mystery of sin which is in the human heart. But 
the point is that those who were responsible for getting 
the Church started in the bygone years—who sacrificed 
for that end; who were sometimes lonely and often so 
unutterably weary; who knew pains and hardships and 
weeping; but who endured—the point is that they were 
doing something tremendously significant about the mat- 
ter of advancing the cause of peace upon the earth. 


For one thing, by founding the Church of Jesus 
Christ among men they were setting up the ome insti- 
tution in history which has been concerned about men 
making their peace with God. That’s what Christianity 
is primarily about; that’s its first concern, of course; 
the reconciliation of man with God. “God was in Christ”, 
the New Testament puts it, “Reconciling the world unto 
Himself”. And that, without any question, is where 
peace on earth must always begin: in the hearts of peo- 
ple, in their spirits, in their minds and souls. There must 
be a right relationship between a man and the Will and 
Purpose of this Universe. You can’t be running against 
that Will, defying it, snubbing it, ignoring it as if it 
wasn’t there, and then expect to have harmony on the 
inside and the outside of you. It isn’t possible. Yet that 
is exactly what men do. We’re at war with God, with 
His way of doing things, with His objectives for life 
and for the world. We’re dead set against Him and 
His. And then we wonder why we can’t eliminate the 
problem of people being set against us, and systems 
and nations. Peace doesn’t begin out there where a 
nation fights another nation; it begins at the place where 
a man fights God. And those who found the Church 
and make possible the preaching of the Gospel in the 
midst of us bring us under the mercy and the grace of 
the God who, in Jesus, gets us back into His way and 
sets us moving with, instead of against, His will and 
purposes for us and for His whole world. The result 
of that is peace: peace from fear, from a guilty con- 
science, from the stupidity of trying to live life success- 
fully in a direction it won’t go. And this peace is a gift. 
It isn’t something you achieve; it’s something bestowed 
upon you from above. Someone has pointed out that 
when hostilities cease in the present World War—“the 
hour for which multitudes long and pray—it will seem 
like paradise—for a month or two. Then the heart will 
tell its own tale. Inward dissatisfaction will awake again” 
and those, who haven’t received the peace which Christ 
gives to those He gets over into the way of God’s will, 
will say, “This is not peace’. Those who plant the 


Twenty-five 


Church of Jesus Christ really touch this peace problem 
at the bottom, don’t they? 

But that isn’t the end of it. There is a power of 
God beyond His pardon and His forgiveness. And those 
who, through the years have planted the Church of 
Jesus Christ, have made this power available to all who 
have dared accept it. Perhaps we could say that Chris- 
tianity is first of all about the redemption of man, and 
secondly, it’s about the girding of man so that he may 
be about God’s business. Once we have been lifted over 
into God’s will and way for our lives, the truth is, they 
are too much for us. There are the things Christ taught 
us it’s God’s plan that we do on this earth—practice for- 
giveness, show mercy, love our enemies, understand 
people’s faults and their weaknesses, be generous and 
kind and loving, as our Father in heaven. But how, in 
heaven’s name, is a man to do it? That’s the question 
that rises out of our weakness and our limitations. The 
vision isn’t enough; nor are the ideals and the dream 
and the road there calling us. So the Church holds out 
to us the Gospel, and in it the assurance of a Power of 
God adequate to the expectations of God. In that power 
we can not only have peace in our hearts, but we can 
walk in peace with each other, and toward peace for 
the world. 


The trouble has been that so often we have forgotten 
about the power. We have emphasized the pardon of 
God and the precepts of Jesus, and stopped there. If, in 
looking back at those great souls who planted the 
Church in the years of old, we dare to make a single 
criticism, it might very humbly be here: that there wasn’t 
enough of emphasis on the Eternal might with which 
Christ’s Gospel assures us anybody can be clothed who 
will call for it, as he goes out to be a disciple of the 
Prince of Peace, even to such a far horizon as to where 
a man will turn his spear into a pruning-hook. 

Let’s try to come to what our predecessors in the 
faith did when they founded the Church with a new 
appreciation of its significance. And then face toward 
tomorrow and our task as church-builders. 


kk 


January 16, 1944 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 


DISTINGUISHED AMERICANS 
Psalm 87 
Reva C2 Cy Harry, DD: Norrstown,, Ba: 


This topic is the second in a group of topics offered 
this winter and early Spring dealing with the great is- 
sues of war and peace. Last week the topic was in- 
tended to show the national and racial backgrounds from 
which the people of America—the United States—have 
come. The same ancestry in general is true of Canadians, 
though perhaps there is an even strong proportion of 
English and a much stronger proportion of French in 
the national strain. 


This week the purpose is to consider the national and 
racial backgrounds of distinguished Americans, and to 


note something of their views in regard to war and 
peace. 
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George Washington is still in many ways the most 
distinguished American. He comes from English stock. 
He was a rich man and a large landowner. He repre- 
sents that portion of American life which has a good 
start and makes the most of it. He was a Virginian and 
Virginia was settled principally with people from England. 


Among other things Washington says: 

To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual 
means of preserving peace. 

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent 
alliances with any portion of the foreign world. 

It is incumbent upon every person of every descrip- 
tion to contribute to his country’s welfare. 

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence the 
jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly 
awake. 

Let us impart all the blessings we ask for ourselves 
to the whole family of mankind. 

The propitious smiles of heaven can never be ex- 
pected on a nation that disregards the eternal 
rules of order and right, which heaven itself has 
ordained. 

Much of Washington’s life was spent in the Army 
both before and after the Revolution in which he was 
commander-in-chief-of the American armies. Yet he was 
not a violent man and much preferred the employments 
and interests of peace. What he did stand for most 
strongly was freedom and order. For both of these he 
was willing to fight. 


Thomas Jefferson, next to Washington, stands out 
in the early days as a most distinguished American. His 
ancestry was Welsh. One of his biographers says: 


“He attended the College of William & Mary in 
Williamsburg, leaving at the age of 20 with a good 
knowledge of Latin, Greek, and French, later ac- 
quiring Spanish and Italian, and becoming profi- 
cient in higher mathematics and the natural sci- 
ences. He was a good violinist, singer and dancer, 
and was fond of horses and all out-door sports. 
He never gambled, played cards, used tobacco or 
engaged in a personal quarrel.” 


Next to Washington his influence was the greatest in 
the formation of American ideals. He was, it will be 
remembered, the author of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. (It is easily accessible and quotations may be made 
from it to show something of Jefferson’s thought.) He 
was not a fighter. He desired to remain in union with 
England until it became clear that nothing could be 
hoped for by so continuing. Only then did he justify 


the separation with the immortal words of the Declara- 
tion. 


Abraham Lincoln. No list of distinguished Ameri- 
cans would be correct if it omitted Abraham Lincoln. 
Lincoln represents the opposite extreme of American 
life from Washington and Jefferson. He was born in 
poverty. He had no educational advantages. He rose 
to the heights as many another American has done by 
reason of the open opportunities America affords her 
citizens and his own energy, courage and ability. 
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Lincoln said in the Manifesto of March 30, 1863: 

Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become 
too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeem- 
ing and preserving grace, too proud to pray to 
God who made us. It behooves us, then, to hum- 
ble ourselves before the offended Power, to con- 
fess our national sins, and to pray for clemency 
and forgiveness. (The Gettysburg Address is ac- 
cessible to all and might well be read in the 
meeting.) 


Woodrow Wilson was of Scotch-Irish descent. As 
history goes on we shall see him rising in greater and 
greater grandeur. Washington founding the nation in 
sound and free principles, Jefferson organizing and ex- 
tending them, Lincoln preserving them, Wilson opening 
the way for the same principles in international and 
world relationship through the League of Nations, un- 
happily killed by lesser men in Congress and public life. 
When the concord of nations shall be realized, Wilson 
will stand forth in his true honor. He hated war, was 
forced into it, and at the end tried his best to make pro- 
vision that it might not occur again. At the same time 
he sought to preserve and extend the principles of free- 
dom and democracy established by a century and a half 
of American life. 


The Roosevelts—T. R. and F. D.—are Dutch. There 
can be no doubt of their great influence on American life. 
T. R. opened the way for Wilson’s later world grasp. 
What F. D. will finally do for us no man can predict. 


Space forbids adding, but anyone can add from Pub- 
lic Library reference books, especially the Dictionary 
of American Biography the ancestry roots of such dis- 
tinguished Americans as Daniel Webster, Henry Clay in 
public life; the Astors and Vanderbilts and Stotesburys, 
in business and finance; Lowell and Emerson in litera- 
ture; Henry Ford and Thomas Edison in science, inven- 
tion and manufacture, Whitman and Whistler among the 
poets and artists. Americans all have European back- 
grounds. Europe is our mother. We are her children. 
As children are different from their parents, so are we. 
With Europe’s quarreling we have had little to do as 
children have little to do in settling parents’ quarrels. 


Now the wars have risen to such heights that we, 
too, are involved. Distress in the old home is so terrible 
that we must help. But we want the old home cleaned 
up. We want the fresh air of a true democracy to fill it. 
We want peace and prosperity for all, not for a favored 
few, whose ambition and whose conservatism and selfish- 
ness have plunged Europe and the world in war again 
and again. 


Distinguished Americans can no longer agree with 
Washington that we must make no entangling foreign 
alliances. But all do agree that peace, freedom and order 
must prevail and that America must bear her part in 
seeing that they do prevail for all men. 

This is carrying into our common life the Word of 
God before whom all men are brothers, whose children 
all are. He would have us to live in the light and joy 
of such an ideal and He will work with us that it may 
be accomplished among us. 
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January 23, 1944 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
WAR AND PEACE IN THE BIBLE 
Psalm 18:28-43; Psalm 46:8-11 
Rey. H. V, Kahlenberg, St. Petersburg, Florida 


We frequently wish that God had presented in the 
Bible a clear-cut, definite statement as to whether a 
war ever is or is not justifiable. There are those who 
claim that the Scriptures plainly teach that war is never 
justified on any grounds. Still there are others, equally 
sincere, who claim that the Scriptures teach that war may 
be justified in certain instances. These are days when 
the Christian mind is confused on this question. Some 
Christians staunchly maintain that war is unequivocally 
wrong, substantiating their belief with Scripture. On 
the other hand there are good, honest Christians who 
point out, using the Bible as a background, that to engage 
in and participate in a war is, in many cases, a Chris- 
tian duty. This was clearly demonstrated at the Oxford 
Conference in 1937, when Christians all over the world 
sought a common basis for working together. When 
the war problem was discussed it was impossible to reach 
an agreement. Canon Charles E. Raven, a pacifist, main- 
tained that war is never justified, and he used Scripture 
to reinforce his belief. On the other hand the Arch- 
bishop of York maintained the position that “although 
the right of conscience should be recognized by the 
state, there is such a thing as a just war, and that loyalty 
to the Christian belief is not violated by a Christian 
citizen’s participation in it”. Eminent Christian leaders 
ranged themselves on both sides of the issue. The Con- 
ference adjourned with a statement of both views in its 
final report, and also declared that the Conference was 
unable to agree upon a definition of Christian loyalty in 
terms of either view. Here, then, are two views, honest, 
sincere views, about war, both claiming to be grounded 
in the Bible. Where shall we stand and which view shall 
we take as young people? 


War Is Evil 

To begin with, let us recognize that war is beastly. 
Christians universally concede that war is a horrible 
evil. It has its roots in selfishness and sin. It sweeps 
across humanity because of man’s neglect of God. 
“There is evil in the world; not in nature, nor in the 
handiwork of God, but in the heart of man”. If men 
became universally good, the problem of war would dis- 
appear. That many men are disgusted with war goes 
without saying. Many are resolved to do away with it 
forever. But in the meantime wars are declared, and 
even though Christians must admit that war is evil, they 
must also decide what to do when it comes. So let us 
look more closely at the two views. 


The Two Christian Views 

1. War is always wrong. This is extreme pacifism. 
The adherents of this view quote Jesus: “Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
which hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you and persecute you’. “Turn the other cheek.” 
“Go the second mile.” “Resist not evil.” Those who take 
this view cannot conceive of Jesus donning a uniform 
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and shouldering a gun. It is maintained that no pos- 
sible motive, whatever it might be, is ever an excuse to 
wage war or to participate in a war. Jesus’ remark to 
Peter is often suggested: “All they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword”. We are reminded that 
Jesus did not resist His captors, but humbly and meekly 
walked to His death. This view maintains that at no 
time is a Christian ever to take up arms, and that no 
excuse ever exists for sanctioning a war. Paul B. Kern 
writes: “And no crisis, no national emergency, no right 
of self-preservation, no obligation of self defense, no 
altruistic imperialism, can be importuned as an excuse 
for doing something which in itself, and by its very 
nature, is a denial and crucifixion of love’. Here is the 
view that all war is wrong and it apparently has the 
Bible to substantiate it. 


2. War is not always wrong. Christians who claim 
this view maintain that a time may come when force is 
necessary. It is claimed that evil may become so dan- 
gerous to the welfare of humanity, that the only way to 
rid the world of it is to resort to force. The claim is 
made that the use of force frequently is not only a ne- 
cessity to keep evil from running rampant and working 
havoc in the Kingdom of God, but a Christian duty. The 
incident of Jesus driving out the money changers from 
the temple with a whip is used to reinforce the view. 
His words, “I am come not to send peace, but a sword”, 
are likewise used. Nolan B. Harmon has stated that 
“the ultimate control of moral wrong in this world must 
be by force”. For example a man is perfectly justified 
in protecting his family and home if invaded by a ruth- 
less criminal. The charming and lovable Dick Shepherd 
once said to Leslie Weatherhead: “Leslie, I know I’m 
inconsistent. If anyone attacked my wife, I should 
‘sock’ him in the jaw’. Dr. Cyril Emmet wisely says: 
“It is hard to believe that Christ meant to forbid His 
followers ever to use force to protect others”. If you 
dismissed the police force in any city, it would be an 
undesirable place in which to live. We use force to 
restrain law-breakers. Why not use it to combat inter- 
national law-breakers? We cannot and must not com- 
promise with evil, and idly stand by while innocent 


victims are enslaved by ruthlessness. The question might 
be asked if Christ would have stood by, had He come 
on the scene when the robbers were attacking the man 
on the Jericho road. Here, then, is the other view—that 
war is not always wrong, but may be resorted to at times 
to combat evil. It, too, seemingly is reinforced by the 
Bible. 
But What View Shall We Take? 

The issue is a tremendous one, and no one can decide 
in a moment where he shall stand. Every Christian needs 
to take his time and think the whole matter through, 
constantly asking God for help. Dr. Scott Lidgett calls 
this problem the most difficult in personal philosophy 
which any man can contemplate. When the Christian 
has chosen which view he shall follow, let him not be 
intolerant, claiming that his choice is the right one, and 
the other wrong. There are many good Christians who 
claim that war is always wrong. There are just as 
many good Christians who claim that war is not always 
wrong. Whichever way you decide, will you remember 
that God will not condemn you so long as you are 
sincere in your convictions? I am sure that God, today, 
is honoring the choices of men on this matter, which- 
ever view they take. 


Strive for Peace 
Our main business is to strive for peace in our per- 
sonal lives. ‘We need, also, by our personal attitudes 
and actions, to help in forming the conscience of the 
world as it thinks about a durable peace following World 
War II. Here are some ways we can help: 
1. Pray for our enemies. 
2. Rid our hearts of all hate, malice, and 
vengeance. 
3. Comfort those who have lost loved ones in the 
service. 
4. Maintain in our conversation that the world can 
be finer and more brotherly only through the 
Gospel of Christ. 
5. Resolve in our own hearts and then tell others 


that the Christian Church must have a place 
at the Peace Table. 


405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce St. 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 1944 


LUTHER LEAGUE MISSIONARY DAY 


Presenting the new Missionary Project of the Bi-ennium, 1943-1945 


$10,000 DEACONESS LIBRARY ENDOWMENT FUND 


A Special Service, Clip Sheet for Program Participants, and a Picture-Poster 
are Available Free from 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


NEWS! 


MANITOBA 


The Manitoba District Luther League met for its 14th Annual 
Convention at Trinity Lutheran Church in Winnipeg, October 10th 
and 11th. Gathering under the theme, “World Wide Witnessing’’, 
delegates from the various Leagues of our province took part in a 
very well organized convention at which the very potent theme was 
Presented and discussed in its manifold aspects and applications. 


On Sunday evening, October 10th, Rev. F. W. Lenz, B.A., 
Pastor of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, based his sermon 
on the convention theme as implied by the text, Hebrews 12:1-3. 
At this service a cross on the Life Service Flag was impressively 
dedicated to Miss Eleanore Gillstrom of First English Lutheran 
Church, Winnipeg, who, on completion of her Parish Worker’s Course 
in Baltimore, is now serving in Saskatoon as Parish Worker of 
Trinity Church and Secretary at our Seminary. Miss Gillstrom is 
the first full-time Parish Worker from our District. 


At the conclusion of the service, the Intermediate Luther League 
of Trinity Church presented a Thanksgiving Pageant, after which 
they served as hosts to the convention in the assembly rooms of 
their Church for a fellowship hour. 


On Monday, October 11th, the Convention met in business ses- 
sions. Greetings were read from absent members and the North 
Saskatchewan District Luther League which was holding its meet- 
ing on the same day. 


Under the guidance of Pastor K. Wulf, Convention Chaplain, 
devotions’ on the theme, “‘World Wide Witnessing”, were presented 


in the morning and afternoon as based on Matthew 13:33 and 
John 4:35. 


Reports from the various departmental secretaries showed the 
work that had been done in the past year. The newest department 
of the League is the Intermediate Group which showed signs of 
great interest and possibilities. Reports of the Boys, Girls and 
Young People’s Camp Committees showed very fine activity and finan- 
cial surplus for each group, including the newest venture, Girls’ 
Camp. The Camp Committee was empowered to go on with its 
investigation and purchase of a permanent camp site. 


Following the mid-morning recess Miss K. Ruccius of Trinity 
Lutheran Church gave the paper, ‘‘A World Wide Vision for a 
World Wide Task’’. She pointed out the need of having a vision 
before attempting a task. The wide influence of “Lutheran World 
Action’? was cited as a very stimulating vision, which could fairly 
easily be translated into action. The world-wide task was taken 
from Christ’s command as recorded in Acts 1:8, Matthew 28:19 
and Mark 16:15. 


The many possibilities of witnessing through the home, the 
Sunday School, League, church literature, in our actions to our 
friends and enemies were presented. Witnessing by service in all 
places and at all times was designated a fruit of a true Christian 
faith. Miss Ruccius concluded by stating “The Lutheran Church 
is fully equipped through its faith and doctrine to give us a world- 
wide vision as it is a melting pot; i. e., the Lutheran faith has 
never been a one-nation faith or a one-language Church. It has 
spread to all countries and many tongues. It is up to us—we 
Luther Leaguers—the Church of tomorrow.”’ 


At the noon luncheon it was a pleasure to have Rev. P. Janz, 
Honorary Flight Lieutenant in the R. C. A. F., as luncheon 
speaker. It was very interesting to hear of the work of the chap- 
Jains in the Forces and particularly so from a Lutheran Chaplain. 
Pastor Janz pointed out how to become a chaplain in many difficult 
steps. The varied work of the “Padres” became known to many 
for the first time. Certainly the importance of writing cheerful 
letters carries new meaning to all those who heard the address. 


Pastor E. G. Goos of Bathgate, N. D., Past President of the 
M. D. L. L. and present advisor to the League, conducted a clinic 
period on League problems. The discussion of these problems of 
organization, personnel and program brought many solutions and 
for such problems that could not be solved it gave the encourage- 
ment that others were facing the same. 


At the conclusion of the convention, the newly elected Executive 
was introduced and formally installed into office by the Convention 
Chaplain. The officers elected were: President, Mr. E. Oswald; 
Vice-President, Miss H. Meyers; Treasurer, Mr. Arnold Pokrant; 
Recording Secretary, Miss G. Ruccius; Corresponding Secretary, 
Miss Elfriede Hartig; Life Service Secretary, Mr. R. Schewe; Mis- 
sionary Secretary, Miss A. Mertelmeyer; Intermediate Secretary, 
Mss Ruth Hartig; Educational Secretary, Mr. H. Becker; Editors 
of ‘Ripples’, Miss W. Munt and Miss K. Ruccius. 


A very fitting climax of the convention was the banquet held 
jointly with the Luther Leagues of the American Lutheran Church 
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who had also convened on this day. Approximately 250 young 
Lutherans gathered in friendly fellowship. The banquet speaker, 
Rey. N. Feddersen of Minneapolis, Minn., very aptly spoke on the 
Leaguer’s vision and work. The evening proved most enjoyable and 
inspiring. This combined action of young people was hoped to be 
symbolical of unified Lutheran action in the future. 


; The Manitoba District Luther League was invited to convene 
in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, next year. 


On reviewing the hours of concentrated meditation, discussion and 
deliberations of our convention, and remembering the hours and 
hours of preparation which had to take place to make them pos- 
sible, we certainly wish to express our sincerest gratitude to each 
and everyone who took part. It isn’t the size of the job that counts 
but the spirit in which it is done and the unity of the efforts ex- 
pended. Our vision was greatly broadened—may our acts in the 
coming year bear the good fruits. 


—ELISABETH HARTIG 


CANADA 
Victory Through Faith 


During the week of October 10-17, Rev. J. W. Frease, Columbus, 
Ohio, member of the Executive Committee of The Luther League 
of America, was a visitor in our midst. He spoke to all the dis- 
tricts on the theme: “Victory Through Faith’. Through the co- 
operation of the district publicity secretaries we give the following 
reports: 

Hanover District. Garfield Raymond introduced Rey. Frease 
to the convention meeting on October 10, in Elmwood. In telling 
of the origin of the Luther League, Rev. Frease related how a small 
group of Lutheran young people in New York State banded to- 
gether for discussions; finally called themselves Luther Leaguers. 
This custom spread throughout America; today we have the Luther 
League of America. This custom of assembling to learn more about 
Jesus is not unusual, he remarked, for even in His day the people 
pressed so hard to hear Him that he was conipelled to borrow 
Peter’s boat in order to speak to the people. So, we, too, must 
read His Word daily and come together for discussion. 


Marion Howald, now of the R. C. A. F., presented her report 
as missionary secretary. In connection with the report on the edu- 
cational department by Marie Kalte, Rev. E. F. Sterz gave an in- 
spirational message on, “We Must Grow in Grace and Knowledge’. 
Cecil Wendorf reported on life service, and speaking on this phase 
of the League work, Rev. H. W. Baetz urged: ‘“‘When the going 
is hard, quit groaning’. The afternoon session closed with ‘‘Quiet 
Moments” by Rev. Martin Stockman. 


Rey. Frease preached the sermon at the evening seivice on the 
convention theme, ‘“‘Victory Through Faith’. Elmwood choir sarg 
the inspiring anthem: ‘‘Onward, Christian Soldiers’? and the service 
concluded with a candlelight installation of the officers: President, 
Reuben Baetz, Chesley; Vice-President, John Hammer, Neustadt; 
Secretary, Verna Binkle, Neustadt; Treasurer, Gerhardt Binhammer, 
Normanby; Pastor Member, Rev. R. B. Geelhaar, Listowel; the 
Departmental Secretaries—Education, Marie Kalte, Hanover; Mis- 
sions, Pearl Foerster, Ayton; Life Service, Cecil W2ndorf, Chesley ; 
Publicity, Delton Glebe, Neustadt; Senior-Intermediate, Helen Hilde- 
brand, Gowanstown; Sustaining Membership, Milton Ahrens, Elm- 


wood; and Extension Committee Chairman, Rey. H. W. Baetz, 
Chesley. 

Stratford District. Stratford District held its first annual con- 
vention on Thanksgiving Day in New Hamburg. Rev. Frease 


preached at the morning service on the convention theme, “Victory 
Through Faith”. In the afternoon he presented the Luther League 
program. 


Department secretaries led in discussions on their work and the 
new 17-Point Efficiency Standard was explained by Gar Raymond, 
Canada League President. The attendance banner and the 14-Point 
Program Award were won by the Tavistock and Brodhagen Leagues. 


During the banquet and the fellowship hour Harold Luft acted 
as song leader and Wilfred Eichler as master of ceremonies. Rev. 
Karl Knauff led in the candlelight installation of the following offi- 
cers and secretaries: President, Carl Bennewitz, Stratford; Vice- 
President, Gus Martin, Tavistock; Secretary-Treasurer, Helen Rudy, 
Tavistock; Pastor Member, Rev. Earl Treasch, Milverton; Life 
Service, Rose Kressler, Stratford; Education, Ida Kollman, Gadshill; 
Missions, Patricia Forler, New Hamburg; Senior-Intermediate, 
Martha Berg, Philipsburg; Sustaining, Edgar Elligson, Brodhagen; 
Publicity, Betty Seltzer, Stratford; War Service, Viola Mogk, Mil- 
verton. 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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Financia Reports 


INDIA PROJECT 
December 1, 1943 


Young People 


Quota Senior 
15—Northern California $48.00 $51.35. 
ane aies California 129.00 Ie 
Columbia District ...+---- 48.00 ee 
13—Connecticut ..---++++- 137.00 ee 
17—Florida  ..-++eeeeeeee 76.00 Bat 
16—Georgia-Alabama ....- 165.00 c 
6—Illinois;  <..0.2.sse0-0- 417.00 501.32 
11—Indiana  ...--e.seeees 201.00 224.75 
DS—TOWa! sieleisiclatolevers1-sielerer= 265.00 265.00 
19—Kansas  ...--+eserees 201.00 201.00 
3—Kentucky-Tennessee 69.00 oe 
5—Maryland ....---+++++° 505.00 685.2 
10—Michigan .....--++++> 131.00 139.26 
27—Midwest ..-++++++ee> 140.00 149.40 
Minnesota ...-+--eseerees 218.00 168.20 
7—Mississippi .-.-+++++°° 23.00 aoe 
14—Montana ..---+-+++r: 12.50 ieee 
Nebraska ..--eeeeeeeeee’ 158.00 ; 
2—New Jersey .-+-++++:> 198.00 300.49 
26—New York ....+-+++* 1,006.00 1,033.99 
9—North Carolina ...---- 1,239.00 1,390.77 
CO} pbapoodoudocuoU 549.00 668.81 
Pacific Northwest ...----- 68.00 Bae577 

ennsylvania : 

3 oe Cental Penna. 1,237.00 1,310.09 
21—Ministerium ....--- 2,185.00 2yshdeae 
18—Pittsburgh .....++- 630.00 699.50 

12—-Rocky Mountain ....-- 56.00 57.03 

24—South Carolina .....- 655.00 680.33 

Fl —ioeekh oNGoCcoodbo0D0d0 120.00 110.59 

Virginia 2. .e-c eee reese eer aoe 

4—West Virginia .......- . y 

23—Wisconsin .....-++++> 110.00 110.00 

Inter. Rally—Canada ..... ee 

(ORGeN tN goaee CoOCoDOOGOMOOn et 

Manitoba ...--+eeeereree 4 

Penna. sete on e os cas oe 

t. John’s, Lipton, Sask. .. . 
Predoricle L. a St. Thomas, V. I. 5.00 
L. L. of Puerto Rico ...- 40.00 
$12,379.26 
KK Kk 
1943 DUES 
December 1, 1943 
State Billed 
6—Northern California .......-++++eeeers $26.25 

14—Southern California .......+.- AGDdnOO 71.00 

Canada’ sc s.ccces ste eco cece ce ceeenees 212.50 

9—Columbia District ......+eeeeeeeeeees 12.50 

19—Connecticut ......scececrecrrerscens 44.50 

DEB OTEdA: sere cian spsierele wievouanoiane) ones G0 iereie:eie 40.25 

10—-Georgia-Alabama)...- sees ee errr eeee 78.75 

MURR) AGE oOngDO OD OUO GUO GUaHDOC Oo OUUOEEON 312.50 

AOA ndiatta secs cos odie s ccle ws visinielonencietelw 134.50 

WGK aTL OWA © oc 010.010 ce 0 ne clsivielelo oie sis we eoeese 92.75 

[GME sp onnnonnonodconOGUSU do ODUCUODeO 91.25 

1—Kentucky-Tennessee ......ee-eeeeeeees 49.25 

Maryland .....ecece cece eee eeeeeeeereees 376.75 

PI—Michigan ......ccccesscrcccecmecns oe 60.00 

15—Midwest ...-csecceecvesvece ecccewce 145.00 

Minnesota... 00. ccc reeeer rec cccecewecens 140.50 

MissisSippi .---. ee eceeecceseccccececncs 18.75 

Bia Momtana hers ct alerclereleveleielel's1-telelolererotsielelers 16.25 

We brraskca Bis.. Grocers olcre ciereietersi cretene 6) ere: sora eles 104.50 

3—New Jersey ..--.eeeecceeseceeeeeeees 132.00 

New York 2... :seewesececeeereeenweeees 425.00 

12—North,. Carolitma «2... 2.0 cee cccs cece 760.25 

i=—(Olitled. S snSoesiotoroudomooOUo DTU Ome ot 350.00 

16—Pacific Northwest ....-ccecccseeeuce 33.50 

Pennsylvania : : 

Central Pennsylvania ...-++++eeeeeeeeee 635.75 
MEISE OTHE, 6c sescersnsrensrore'e ecmaveie © eserennei'eis8 1,218.50 
PrttsHarSA coins oie clei wivie eye oslo visio es cle 491.75 

5—Rocky Mountain ........+eeseeseeeees 31.75 

17—South Carolina ........eesseceeseses 392.25 

0 74.00 

18—Virginia -. see cece eee eee e resect eens 321075 

4—West Virginia ......0csseeerrseeseree 66.75 

NWNTs COMSAT [cies odero) sl custatehel ous sionel(oie! <leteiolelerslexeke’s 78.50 

South Saskatchewan ........+eeeeesesess 

Alberta Luther League ...........+.+0-. 

$7,057.50 
Thirty 


Inter. 


$5.00 
90 


73.37 
3.00 


34,20 


22.20 
160.24 
6.00 


10.00 
4.50 


19.42 


$338.83 


$5,450.04 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
January 1 to November 30, 1943 


Total 
League Quota Paid Loyalty 
11—Nor. California.. $15.00 $27.00 $20.00 
2—Southern California 50.00 55.00 10.00 
B8——Canada@ .ais5cc6 120.00 171.00 108.00 
Columbia District ... 25.00 10.00 10.00 
5—Connecticut ..... 25.00 25.00 15.00 
8—Florida .......:. 25.00 35.00 10.00 
1—Georgia-Alabama 45.00 70.15 43.15 
Illinoistimetecnss cones 75.00 129.05 80.05 
Ibsicbest@, aogncecooobo 85.00 64.17 26.92 
7—Iowa wc ceeeeeeee 55.00 55.00 15.00 
Kam BGi procs s\ecanonater saya 80.00 69.50 10.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 30.00 
12—Maryland ...... 215.00 229.36 103.36 
6—Michigan ....... 35.00 74.00 17.00 
MiIGWeESE:  hirsssterevers.0 ere 80.00 37.00 35.00 
Mannesotan asic clots 80.00 20.00 10.00 
Mississippit (aces sere 10.00 8.50 6.00 
Mion taniaiarrers)sveverelsielene 10.00 
INiebraska vraslecrereeisis 60.00 45.50 30.50 
9—New Jersey ..... 75.00 112.38 40.00 
New York: as ccccnese 240.00 168.50 117.50 
North Carolina ..... 425.00 406.00 287.00 
Ohio SHOUoG ee OSEOce 200.00 133.00 65.00 
Pacific Northwest 20.00 1.00 
Pennsylvania : 
Central Penna. 360.00 331.76 75.00 
13—-Ministerium 655.00 680.25 188.55 
Pistsburchy yerercree 275.00 86.10 10.00 
Rocky Mountain ... 20.00 13.00 
10—South Carolina .. 220.00 262.00 127.00 
REMAB Ai. sckneranctereve On 4 20.00 10.00 
Mirgimiat somes. cs 122.68 113.68 
4—-West Virginia ... i 50.00 10.00 
Wis CONS retsteteleretelols : 3.00 
Mianitobal frseelciersrerece 7.00 5.00 


$3,521.90 $1,590.71 


Gift 
Alumni 
Cont. Mem’) 
$2.00 $5.00 
30.00 15.00 
16.00 55.00 
10.00 
25.00 
2.00 25.00: 
19.00 30.00 
Q2e29 15.00 
19.00 21.00 
4.50 55.00 
36.00 90.00 
12.00 45.00 
2.00 
5.00 5.00 
2.50 
15.00 
11.00 61.38 
41.00 10.00 
89.00 30.00 
13.00 55.00 
1.00 
167.75 89.01 
214.00 277.70 
44.00 32.10 
8.00 5.00 
120.00 15.00 
5.00 5.00 
9.00 
40.00 
3.00 
2.00 


$915.00 $1016.19 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 


November, 1943 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 4 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 35 


CANADA, total 41 
St. James Luther League, Elmira, Ontario 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Neustadt, Ontario 
St. Matthew’s Luther League, Hanover, Ontario 
Florence Weicker 
Mrs. Marguerite Spencer 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 2 
CONNECTICUT, total 5 
FLORIDA, total 7 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 12 
ILLINOIS, total 29 


Boys in Service, by Capitol District Luther League 
Boys and Girls in Service, by St. John’s Luther League, 


Springfield 
INDIANA, total 27 
Thomas Alexander, A/S, by St. John’s Luther 
Napoleon 
Trinity Luther League, Valparaiso 
William Allen, Jr. 
IOWA, total 17 
KANSAS, total 5 
Jane Ansdell 
Mr. Evan Tonsing 
Gene Tonsing, Memorialized by Kansas Luther 


League, 


League 


Rey. S. A. Hamrick, Memorialized by Kansas Luther League 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


MARYLAND, total 58 
Rev. Amos J. Traver 
Mrs. Amos J. Traver 
Ethel P. Bussard 
Western District Luther League 
Miss A. Barbara Wiegand 


MICHIGAN, tctal 19 
MIDWEST, total 8 
Zion Luther League, Hooper, Nebraska 
MINNESOTA, total 6 
MISSISSIPPI, total 2 
MONTANA 
NEBRASKA, total 17 
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NEW JERSEY, total 26 


Gertrude Haynie, Memorialized by Zion Luther League, Rahway 


Katherine M. Adams 

Newark District Luther League 
NEW YORK, total 55 

Harriet Lindheimer 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 144 
OHIO, total 34 

Elizabeth Warstler 

Augsburg Luther. League, Toledo 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 
PENNSYLVANIA: 

Central Pennsylvania, total 89 

Mr. K. S. Hershey 

Mr. Luther D. Grossman 

Mrs. Luther D. Grossman 

Florence Stauffer 

Mary Dicely 

Emma Stumpf 


Luther Leaguers in Service, by Lancaster District Luther League 


Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Gerberich 
Alice Trostle 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Millersburg 
Memorial Luther League, Shippensburg 
Boys in Service, by Moxham Luther League, Johnstown 
Luther D. March, by York District Luther League 
Rev. Herbert G. Kline 
Miss Virginia A. Heiland 
Sgt. Richard E. Heiland 
Ministerium, total 285 
Doris Salevsky, Memorialized by Redemption Luther League, 
Philadelphia 
1943 Convention, Ministerium of Pennsylvania Luther League 
Cpl. Thelma Switzenberg, by Zion Luther League, Lancaster 
Reading Conference Luther League 
Dorothy E. Cooper 
Irene Heim 
Betty Schatzle 
Luther Leaguers in the Service, by St. Peter’s Luther League, 
Stowe 
Dinkey Memorial Luther League, Ashfield 
Marie Diem 
J. Milton Deck 
Intermediate Group, Salem Luther League, Bethlehem 
Friedens Luther League, New Ringgold 
Mrs. Walter Drumm 
Martha Pearson 
Ruth Dietz 
Betty Gould 
Pittsburgh, total 49 
Gary Erwin Wix, Memorialized by Ruth Naomi Leck 
Rev. Bernard F. Wise 
Alverda E. Gumbert 
Martha Wiegand 
Earl K. Hann 
John W. Schmelzer 
William R. Stowder 
Harold L. Hildestad 
Harlow Evenson 
Edward A. Quade 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 5 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 139 
TEXAS, total 8 
VIRGINIA, total 28 
Luther League of Virginia 
Roanoke Conference Luther League 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 3 
WISCONSIN, total 3 
MANITOBA, total 3 
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‘La Memoriam 
Gene Tonsing 


Memorialized by Kansas Luther League 
Rev. S. A. Hamrick 
Memorialized by Kansas Luther League 


Gertrude Haynie 
Memorialized by Zion Luther League, Rahway, N. J. 


Doris Salevsky : > 
Memorialized by Redemption Luther League, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gary Erwin Wix : 
Memorialized by Ruth Naomi Leck 
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THE RESULTS OF A SIDEWALK 
CONVERSATION 


(Continued from Page 4) 


the assistance possible these days in conserving his cate- 
chetical work with young people. It breaks his heart to 
see so many young people prepared for church member- 
ship, confirmed, and then fall out very soon thereafter. 

If you do not have an active Intermediate Group 
of the Luther League which works hard to get all the 
boys and girls into its membership at about twelve years 
of age, when they complete the program for The Chil- 
dren of the Church, your League is not doing its part 
to solve this problem. This is a way to solve it by pre- 
venting it, For when the boys and girls are welded into 
a strong fellowship before Confirmation, they better 
weather the crisis which the act itself brings to their 
lives. For far too many, Confirmation is equivalent to 
graduation from Church School. Oh, of course, it ad- 
mits to the privileges of church membership, but the 
newly confirmed see many of their elders take their 
privileges so lightly that they too soon find them- 
selves following in the same way—less and less frequent 
Sunday School attendance, only occasional church at- 
tendance, even when communing regularly four or five 
times a year. Now anyone who knows will realize that 
the newly confirmed needs to continue his growth in 
spiritual things and to know more about the great work 
of the church as well as to gain some skill in doing it. 
The Luther League can be a potent help at all these 
points. 

Serve your congregation and its teen-agers by or- 
ganizing an Intermediate Group of the Luther League. 
Consult your pastor. You will find him interested and 
anxious to give his counsel in the direction of its work. 
Further assistance will be gladly given by The Luther 
League of America, 405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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ORDER NOW FOR 
MISSIONARY SUNDAY » » 
JANUARY 30, 1944 


“THE GREAT AWAKENING” 
A Special Service 
(Available December 27, 1943—Free) 


Promoting The Luther League of America’s 
Missionary Project for the Bi-ennium 
1943-1945 


Send orders to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Thirty-one 


News! News! 


(Continued from Page 29) 


Kitchener District. At the Kitchener District convention in 
Linwood, Rev. Frease compared the Luther League program with 
banking. ‘‘The tellers are our secretaries, Dr. Kinports and Rev. 


Ducker ; our deposits are our donations toward missions; life serv- 
ice is equal to our investments; the service charges are our dues; 
mortgages, our educational program and the Christmas Fund would 
be the sustaining membership”. Following the evening banquet Rev. 
Frease spoke on “Victory Through Faith” saying, ‘‘Faith in Christ, 
Faith of Christ, will carry us through to Victory’. 


The convention theme was “The Sword of the Spirit”, and on 
this Rev. Homer Berner based his sermon during the opening serv- 
ice. An original pageant was presented by the Linwood Leaguers, 
each explaining his or her own ‘“‘life service’. The newly- elected 
executives are: President, Herb Gastmeier ; Vice: President, Paul 
Ludolph; Secretary-Treasurer, Helen Gilles; and the following Sec- 
retaries—Education, Earl Haase; Missions, Kathleen Kalbfleisch; 
Life Service, Marjorie Uffelman; Intermediate-Senior, Norma Decher; 
Sustaining, Muriel Egerdee; Publicity, Kaye Miller. 


It was resolved that flowers or some other token in apprecia- 
tion of her work be sent to Hilda Mueller, former Life Service 
Secretary, who is ill. The Elmira League was awarded the 14-Point 
Program banner and the Heidelberg League received the attendance 
banner. Rey. Alvin Schweitzer conducted an impressive candlelight 
installation of officers at the close of the convention. 


Hamiton District. Hamilton District held a special rally in St. 
Paul’s, Hamilton, on October 13. Rev. Frease gave an address on 
“Victory Through Faith’. After the service everyone adjourned to 
the basement to take part in the discussion of the League program 
led by Rev. Frease. Elsie Reble, District President, was in charge, 
and Gar Raymond introduced the speaker. 


—REV. NORMAN BERNER 
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They Say... 


Kaye Miller says: “The first of a series of Fellowship Hours 
was held in St. John’s Parish Hall, Waterloo, on Sunday evening, 
September 26th. Rev. A. W. Lotz delivered the message ‘‘Lutheran- 
ism”. Garfield Raymond was in charge and Lester Timm led the 
singing. Mrs. Dorothy Goman and Wilfred Wahl rendered musical 
selections. The War Services Committee will receive the offerings 
from these fellowship hous,” 


Rey. Norman Berner was the speaker at St. 
observance of Luther League Day. 


Peter’s, Kitchener, 


Laurine Dammeier of the Hesson Road League reports: ““Mem- 
bers of St. John’s League pleasantly surprised Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Hackbart when they gathered at their home in honor of their recent 
marriage. Rev. A. Schweitzer read a suitable address and Ralph 


Dammeier, on behalf of the League, presented them with a prayer 
book.” ; 


Iva Zinn of New Dundee, writes: ‘‘On September 20th, sixteen 
members of St. Jacob’s League joined us in a devotional and social 
evening. The St. Jacob’s League led the devotional meeting at the 
church, after which the New Dundee League provided entertain- 
mnt and lunch.” 


Wilma Hahnau of St. Paul’s, Hamilton, writes: ‘‘We held another 
of our Outings after the morning service on September 19. We 
really hiked this time and it was a bruised and weary crowd that 
reached its destination for supper . . . On September 20th we had 
the privilege of hearing Miss Gladys Rergeleen who has been sent to 
Hamilton by the National Lutheran Council to assist the Presby- 
terian Deaconess in making a survey of the wartime housing area 

On September 26th we observed Luther League Day with 
Rew T. Iseler giving us a very inspiring address. . . . At Web- 
ster’s Falls we joined the Trinity Leaguers and friends for a 
wiener roast on September 27th.” 


Doris Bollman writes that Luther League Day was observed in 
Welland with Dr. A. Grunwald, Toronto, as speaker on the topic, 
“True Discipleship”. On September 27th Mrs. Mark Gram enter- 
tained thirty-five Leaguers at a wiener roast at her home. 


Edna Iseler reports a regional meeting of the Hamilton Dis- 
trict in Preston on September 27th. ‘‘The purpose of this meet- 
ing was to present the 17-Point Efficiency Standard to the different 
Leagues. Elmer Thorman spoke on the regular League work in the 
program; Elsie Reble presented the educational portion and Harold 
Ciceri gave the necessary information on the life service and mission- 
ary points. During the opening devotional period Rev. Norman 
Berner gave a very interesting talk on ‘The Ideal Luther Leaguer’. 
Among the visitors were Mr. and Mrs. Gar Raymond, Florence 
Weicker, Mrs. M. Spencer and Mary Cater.’ 
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YOUR SOCIETY BULLETIN BOARD 


(Continued from Page 14) 


III. CONTENTS 


1. The calendar of society activity should be posted 
on the bulletin board. 


2. The bulletin board should feature—in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner—important society pro- 
jects, e. g., the mext educational discussion, the so- 
ciety’s missionary canvass, the Army-Navy pro- 
gram, the coming play or recreational feature, etc. 

3. Prominence should be given on the bulletin board 
to zone and district activities—rallies, conventions, 
summer camps, Talent Quest, etc. 


IW, JBLNAS 
Change the material on the bulletin board often. 
2. Use the artistic ability of the members. They have 


a great deal of interest in something which is 
actually to be used. 


3. The time and trouble that it takes to make a sort 
of budget of schedule for bulletin boards is well 
repaid. Such forethought makes possible a series 
of bulletin boards which are informative because 
of their continuity. The boards are changed more 
regularly if a definite plan has been made. 


4. A question such as “Have you seen this?” or “Have 
you read this?” above an article or picture focuses 
attention on it. 


(Adapted from ‘‘Youth Leaders Digest’’) 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW. 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send for Literature and Particulars 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


INVESTIGATE 


the educational opportunities at Wittenberg. In addition to 
a full Liberal Arts program, professional and pre-professional 
courses are available in the following fields: 


Business Administration Hospital Dietetics 


Dentistry Industrial Designing 
Education Interior Decorating 
Elementary teacher-training Law 
Secondary teacher-training Medicine 
Engineering Music 
Fine Arts Nursing 
Health and Physical Education Social Service 
Home Economics Theology 


For information address 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE Springfield, O. 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


== ee ————— 


SS 


| Transfer made readily to recog- 
nized universities and colleges 
5 


Hamma Divinity School 


(Founded 1845) 


An approved Seminary of the Church, offering a 
course in all major branches of theology. 


thorough 
Fully accredited by the Association of American 
Theological Schools. 


A strong faculty, a large library, cultural advantages, and 
opportunities for clinical experience. 


For catalogue or other information, address: 


DEAN E. E. FLACK or PRESIDENT R. E. TULLOSS 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medecine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Owned of South 


degrees with 


Very reasonable expenses 
Henry J. Arnold, President Louis F. Hackemann, Dean 


MARION COLLEGE 


MARION, VIRGINIA 
Has Served The Christian Church For Seventy Years 


Marion College graduates are scattered through- 
out the East actively engaged in the work of 
the Church. She is proud of her graduates! 


Can Serve The Young Women of The lutheran Church 


Marion offers the first two years of college work 
and the last two years of high school. 
emphasis on Liberal Arts, Business Education, Pre- 
nursing, Pre-technician, Home Economics, Music, etc. 


Special 


Ideally suited to give training to girls who can 
only take one or two years of college work 


Write THE REV. HENRY E. HORN, President 


WILL SERVE THE CHURCH OF TOMORROW THROUGH YOU 


RATES $475.00-$520.00 A YEAR 


BOX K, MARION, VIRGINIA 


An 
Inexpensive 


Copper ces to Was 


OUR PRESENT STOCK OF 


SOLID COREE 


BOOK MAR 


Cannot be replaced and we are therefore offering 
the entire inventory while the complete assortment 
is available. We cannot purchase any new items. 


Plan Now For Usetul Gifts 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method 
of attaching to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used 
for connecting the book-mark and clip. The book- 
mark is hammered by, hand on edges and is made from 
solid copper, burnished and lacquered. 


IH S§ is plain 
stamped. No 
hand painting on 
this book Mark. 
Illustration is 
Design No. 100 


IHS Straight Cross as above 
Design No. 400 


35c Each 3 for $1.00 3.25 per dozen 


Designs may be assorted 


Design No. 200—Full Colors 


Special Price on Large Quantity 


ORDER EARLY 
TO AVOID DELAY 
Remittance Must Accompany Order 


Each book-mark is mounted 
in a specially designed Gift 
Folder with plain envelope. 


Book Marks are available for sale in bulk to Luther Leaguers 
or individuals wishing to re-sell them for profit 


FOR SALE ONLY BY 


The Luther Press 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


Design No. 300—Full Colors 


Also have Madonna Star, same size 


Full Colors—Design No. 450 429-437 Herr Street Harrisburg, Penna 


